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PREFACE. 


— 


＋ HE Rights f Man” have of late engreſſed 
. of the public attention: and though, by tranſ- 
greſſion, man hath forfeited all his rights, in reſpect of 
God, except to the wages of ſin; yet in reference to his 
fellow creatures, he has many, and valuable rights, of 
which he cannot without injuſtice be abridged, He has 
a right, with ſome reſtrictiont, to enjoy. the produce of 
his own labour and ingenuity, to leave it to his chil- 
dren or friends, and to poſſeſs what others have left to 
him He has a right to think and judge for himſelf, 
and to follow his own. inclinations ; provided: he be not 
inclined to injure, or moleſt other men: and he has a 
right to liberty off conſcience; unleſs his conſcience ſhould 
excite him to diflurb the. peace and good order of the 
community. | 

Many other rights of man might be mentioned, which 
are unequivocal, intelligible, and indiſputable, if we 
conſider him in ſociety: for an abſolute ſtate of nature 
muſt be univerſal hoſtility, in which every man would 
be his own defender and avenger; and all would be 
prompted by their ſelfiſh paſſions to annoy each other, ex- 
cept as they were reftrained by fear, conſcience, or attach- 
ment to a few individuals. 

However, juſtice is ſtill the ſame, and power is in 
every caſe diſtinct from'right : and though we muſt give 
ap many things, to which we ſhould otherwiſe be enti- 
ted, in order to poſſeſs the immenſe advantages of 
_ civilized ſociety; yet laws ſhould certainly be ſo made and 
executed; that all may enjoy as much liberty as can con- 
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I with the exiftence, energy, and maintenance go- 
vernment. 


But as in the preſent Hate of the * every man fome- 
times takes the liberty to do what he has no right 10 de; 
fo it cannot be wonderfu!, if, in every ſociety, men are in 
ſome reſpects unduly reſtricted. Imperfection pervades 
all human affairs : and hitherto it hath been found im- 
practicable to reſtrain men from doing wrong, without 
ſemetimes debarring them of the liberty to do what toould 
otherwiſe not be wrong. Though perhaps the latter hath 
been better guarded againſt in Britain, than in any other 
nation, from the beginning of the world to this day : and 

poſterity will be moſt KN to judge 77 modern im- 
provements. © 

But ſome things are at preſent fled on, as © the 
«© Rights of Man,” which, as far as I can judge, after 
ſome conſideration of the ſubjef, are not well under ſtood, 
and are incapable of a preciſe aud determinate definition. 
Whatever they may ſeem in theory, they are abſolutely 
impracticable in the preſent condition of human nature; 
and every attempt to eflabliſh them will 8 produce 
confufum and miſchief 

This is not, however, my principal objection to theſe 
Jpeculations : Let the men of the world try what they can 
da to mend their preſent condition; whil}t the diſciples of 
Him, whoſe kingdom is not of this world, may be con- 
tented to take matters as they find them, and peaceably to 
keep on their way to a better and more enduring inheri- 
tance. But the moſt affecting circumſlance in this mat- 
ter ſeems to be, that whilſt warm diſputes about the 
Rights of Man xy the attention of multitudes, THE 
i RIGHTS 


1 
RIGHTS OF GOD are proportionably diſregardad. 
The eager diſputants on both ſides of the queſiton too much 
overlook them; but many on one ſide moſt outrageouſly. 
trample upon, and even blaſpheme, them : as if the great 
Creator alone had no rights! Or as if it were one of the 
rights of man to deſpiſe and defy him, in whom he lives, 
moves, and exiſts ! 
It will not, therefore, I truſt, be deemed e 
at this jundture, if an advocate, (though a feeble one,) 
venture forth to plead in behalf of the Rights God; as 
< he is the Creator, providential Benefattor, and moral 
„Governor of the univerſe ;”” and in reſpect of his 
„dealings with thoſe creatures which have rebelled 
* againſt him.” Such is the intention, and plan of the 
enſuing treatiſe; by which 1 would endeavour, in this 
day of ſcepticiſm and infidelity, to eftabliſh the faith of 
believers, and to aſſiſt them in giving a reaſon of the 
& hope that is in them: and to obviate ſome ſpecious 
objections which philoſophixing deiſts or ſceptics have 
flaried againſt revelation, or ſome of the doctrines, com- 
mandments, or tranſactions contained in it: And at the 
ſame time I ſhall attempt to lead men's attention to reli- 
gion, as true and practical wiſdom, and their grand 
intereſt bath here and hereafter. Since, therefore, our 
Jubject is of the greateſt importance to every man, 1 
would intreat the reader to conſider it with patient and 
ſerious application, as well as with candour and impar- 
tiality ; nor can it juſtly be cenſured as irrational, if he 
be reminded to accompany the peruſal with prayer to the 
Father of nd and the Giver of every good gift, to 
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11 
* him that wiſdom which comes from above, 
and which guides the humble and teachable in the way to 
everlaſting felicity. _ 

N.B. Since this treatiſe was begun, a r 
phlet fell in the Author's way, which had the ſame title, 
written by the Rev. Mr. Riland, Rector of Sutton 
Coldfield, Warwickſhire, But as that tract did not in 
the leaſt interfere with. the plan , or preclude the occa- 
ion for, this publication; and as he could not deviſe a 
more ſuitable title ; ſo he did not think that circumſtance 
alone ſufficient to induce him to alter his original inten- 
trons. r 1 MT 


THE 


THE RIGHTS OF G0. 


INTRODUCTION. 


I T * be a walls of time to offer many argu- 
ments in proof of the exiſtence of a God: for 
though many avow themſelves atheiſts, or inſinuate 
doubts on this head; yet their hearts are more diſ- 
ordered than their underſtandings. The fool 
„ hath faid in his heart —no God; they are cor- 
„ rupt, they have done abominable works,” (Pſ. xiv. 
v. I.) Therefore, they wiſh that there were ne 
God to controul or puniſh them; then they hope 
and try to believe that there is none; this induces 
them to ſearch for objections and ſophiſtical argu» 
ments againſt the truth; and thus, through Satan's 
deluſions, and in the righteous judgment of God, 
they become converts to atheiſm, or a ſcepticiſm 
bordering on it; and then to elude conviction and 
to keep themſelves in countenance, they commence 
advocates for, and apoſtles of, their impious opi- 
nions. But in reality the exiſtence of the creation, 
or indeed of any creature, is a ſufficient proof that 
there is a God who made all things; as the moſt 
acute reaſoners have ſhewn, eſpecially the cele- 
brated Mr. Locke: and he, that lives, moves, 
thinks, and acts, muſt be left without excuſe, if he 
deny or forget God, or refuſe to honour, and be 
thankful to him. Reaſon and common ſenſe con- 
firm this verdict of inſpiration: and the man who 
B withſtands 
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withſtands the evidence of this argament, is not 
likely to be convinced by rational deductions; but 
will probably continue an infidel, (unleſs his heart 
be changed by divine grace, ) till he is convinced of 
his fatal miſtake by experiencing the indignation of 
that God whom he hath denied. | 

The unity of the Godhead is alſo allowed to be 


equally the doctrine of reaſon and of revelation, be- 


ing inſeparable from our ideas of infinite perfection. 
But we have the leſs occaſion to labour this point at 
preſent ; becauſe they who profeſs to believe that 


there is a God, and yet ſpeeulatively or practically 


deny his Rights; are in general ſtrenuous advocates 


for the divine unity, and often contend for it, as the 


doctrine of reaſon, in oppoſition to thoſe myſteries, 
which have long been deemed an eſſential pa of 

Yet even among thoſe, who, in words at leaſt, 
thus far aſſent to our principles, there are great 
numbers, who ſeem to exclude the Creator from 
the government of the world, and from any right 
to the obedience or worſhip of mankind. Some 
ſpeak ambiguouſly about creation, and try to ac- 
count for every thing by the operation of ſecond 
cauſes, inſtead of reſolving the whole into the Om- 
nipotent Fiat of the firſt great cauſe of all things, 
Others argue, as if God had conſtituted the uni- 
verſe at firſt in ſuch perfection, that the laws of na- 
ture alone were ſufficient to preſerve its: regular 
order without his immediate interpoſition. They 
ſeem to think, that it would be diſhonourable to 


„ God, 


1 


God, to exert his omnipotence continually for the 
preſervation of his own work; or, that it is incom- 
patible with his dignity and felicity thus to inter- 
poſe in all the concerns of his creatures. Thus 
they confound the idea of abſalute perfection, the 
incommunicable attribute of God, with that of re- 
lative perfection as beſtowed by Him on his creatures; 
and by falſe notions of dignity and happineſs, they 
repreſent the Creator as finite and imperfect, whilſt 
they deify his works as independent and ſelf- ſuſſi- 
cient. 

Such ſophiſtry, however, is entirely calculated to 
lead men from thinking of their accountableneſs to 
their Creator, and of their immenſe obligations to 
him; and thus to pacify their conſciences in neg- 
lecting his worſhip and ſervice, and in being utterly 


deſtitute of all love, gratitude, or other holy affec- 


tions towards him : ſo that theſe ſentiments, though 
not ſo opprobrious as direct atheiſm, anſwer the 
purpoſes of a carnal ungodly heart altogether as 
well: and a man, who hates religion, may willingly 
admit the being of a God, (which he often will find 
it convenient to do, in order to elude the believer's 
arguments, and eſcape his attacks) provided he may 
live as if there were no God, without apprehenſion 
of terrible couſequences. 

But when this bias is withdrawn, there is no ra- 
tional ground for a moment's heſitation, previous to 
the admiſſion of the ſcripture doctrine, that the 
great Creator upholds all things by his — 
manages them in his wiſdom and goodneſs, and 
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. 
governs them in juſtice, truth, and holineſs; that 
not a ſparrow falls to the ground without Him,” 
that * even the hairs of our head are all numbered; 
and that all ſecond cauſes derive their origin, oe 
1 and efficacy from Him alone. 

The deviations from the ordinary courſe of na- 
ture in thoſe miraculous events, which have been 
unanſwerably atteſted; the ſurpriſing accompliſh- 
ment of many explicit prophecies, through ſucceſ- 
five generationsz the extraordinary deliverances, 
beyond all probability, which ſome perſons have 
experienced; and the uniform anſwers which pious 
Chriftians receive to their prayers, will have a vaſt 
weight with the impartial enquirer, when ſeriouſly 
employed in conſidering this ſubject, The doQrine 
in queſtion is eſtabliſhed by every external and in- 
ternal proof of the divine original of the ſeriptures, 
and cannot be denied without virtually»rejeQing ' 
them: and, even if they were wholly paſſed over in 
the argument, the contrary tenets might eaſily be 
ſhewn to be ſo irrational, and unphiloſophical, that 
nothing but averſion to the character and govern- 


ment of God could induce any _— perſon to 


2 and adhere to them. 

They, who thus far coincide with me in opinion, 
(and I do not expect a candid peruſal of what fol- 
lows from thoſe who do not,) will readily perceive 
that the great Creator, BenefaQor, and Governor of 
the univerſe has Rights. Indeed He only has rights 
eſſentially, originally, and indefeazably;, and all the 
rights of creatures are derived from the powers he 
5 hath 


£4 1 


hath given them, the relations to Him and each 
other, which he hath conſtituted, and his expreſs 
appointments; and therefore they are dependent, 
and liable to be forfeited and loſt, What theſe 
Rights of God are, I proceed to ſhew, by adducing 
fome of them for a ſpecimen; at the ſame time I 
would obſerve, that every Right of God implies 
correſpondent duties, which his rational creatures 


are bound to perform, or are inexcuſable in neg- 
lecting. 


— — "HET E CO EIT ono 


PART THz FIRST. 


Containing the Rights of God, as the Creator, providen- 
tial „ and moral Governor of the World. 


1 * 


Warrizt we contemplate the glorious 
perfections of the infinite and eternal God; or whe- 
ther we conſider what ke hath done for, and conti- 
nually beſtows on, his creatures; we muſt be con- 
vinced that he hath an unalienable right to univer- 
fal dominion, honour, worſhip, love, ſubmiſſion, 
and obedience; and that His is the kingdom, the 
&* power, and the glory, for ever In particular 
I. The Lord hath a right to propoſe the diſplay 
of his own glory, as his ultimate end, in all his 
works, (Prov. e. xvi. v. 4. Rom. c. xi. v. 36). 
From eternity he was eſſentially glorious, but the 
perfections of his nature could only be manifeſted 
through the medium of creation, and could only be 
known, admired, and adored by thoſe creatures, 
_* whom 
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161 
whom he was pleaſed to form capable of ſuch con- 
templations and affections. If ſuch rational beings 
continued obedient to their Creator, they could not 
but enjoy the moſt complete felicity, in beholding 
his glory, poſſeſſing his love, and celebrating his 
praiſes: but it was meet, that the Firſt Cauſe of all 
things ſhould propoſe his own glory, as his princi- 
pal end; and that the happineſs of derived, depen- 
dent, and obedient creatures ſhould be only a ſubor- 
dinate end, inſeparably connected with it, For it is 
an article in the creed of ſound reaſon, as well as the 
doctrine of the bible, that all creatures are as no- 
thing, in compariſon of the infinite Creator, (Iſaiah, 
c. xl. v. 12, 17.) It is therefore moſt unreaſonable 
to conclude, with many reputed philoſophers, that 
the happineſs of the creatures is the ultimate end of 
God, in all his diſpenſations; ſeeing the glory of 
his own name is an object of infinitely greater im- 
portance. | + 

Indeed the Lord would not appear completely 
glorious, did he not render his obedient ſubjects 
happy, according to their reſpective capacities of 
enjoyment : and they all will certainly conſider it 
as their higheſt privilege and honour, to ſubſerve 
the manifeſtation of his glory: ſo that in reſpect of 
them there can be no poſſible competition. But the 
reaſonings of many on this ſubject principally relate 
to the happineſs of men, who are diſobedient crea- 
tures: and ſurely it is moſt abſurd to ſuppoſe, that 
the holy God prefers the happineſs of ſinners to his 
own glory; and that he will diſkonour himſelf, 


and 


1 


and act contrary to his own perfeQions, rather than 
leave them to the juſt puniſhment, and'eonſequences 
of their crimes! For who would not deem-it moſt 
unreaſonable, that the welfare of criminals ſhould 
be conſidered as the great end of civil government, 
even in preference to the honour of the prince, and 
the ſecurity of his loyal ſubjects? It muſt, there- 
fore, be manifeit, that the Lord has a right to pre- 
fer his own glory to the happineſs of his creatures, 
when their diſobedience hath introduced a compe- 
tition between them. 

And if this be admitted; it will alſo follow, that 
all rational creatures ſhould recognize this right of 
God ; and that they ſhould propoſe to themſelves 
the ſame end in all their works, and attempt no- 
thing contrary to it by word or deed, otherwiſe they 
do not render him the glory due to his name; for 
all objections to this doctrine are a ſacrilegious at- 
tempt to rob God of his rights, by aſſerting claims 
that are incompatible with them. 

II. The Lord from eternity poſſeſſed an unalien- 
able right to create what orders of beings. he ſaw 
good,'and to arrange them in the univerſe according 
to his own plan. Many perſons diſcourſe about the 
ſeveral orders of creatures, which are known or 
ſuppoſed to exiſt, as if they comprehended the whole 
of the Lord's deſigns, and were competent and au- 
thorized to decide on the propriety of them. But 
& who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who 
5 hath been;his counſellor?” (Ifaiab, c. xl. v.13,14. 
Rom, c. xi. v. 3436). So that every objection 
41 to 


to any part of the creation abſurdly ſuppoſes, that 
we fully underſtand all the purpoſes which every 
creature can poſſibly anſwer! Indeed matters might 
perhaps have been ordered more ſuitable to our de- 
fectiye and contracted views, than they now are: 
but pride and ignorance alone can put them in 
competition with the counſels of Omnipotence! It 
would be a preſumption unſpeakably leſs reprehen- 
fible, for the moſt illiterate perſon on earth to find 
fault with the apparatus of an eminent philoſopher, 
as unſuitable to his purpoſe than for the moſt ex- 
alted of creatures to cenſure in the ſlighteſt degree 
any one of the works of the great Creator. He-has 
a right to exerciſe his omnipotence ** according to 
« the counſels of his own will;“ and our indiſpen- 
fable duty muſt be, to acknowledge this right, to 
aſcribe to him the glory of his manifeſted perfec- 
tions, when we can diſcern it; and to give him 
credit, (ſo to ſpeak,) for his wiſdom, juſtice, and 
goodneſs, when we find ourſelves incompetent to 
EHCOVEr them, 

Had not the Lord ſeen good to exert his creating 
power, there had been none to find fault: had he 
not formed us rational creatures, our objections 
would have been precluded : and did he indeed give 
us exiſtence, and endue us with underſtanding, that 
we might be capable of quarrelling with his works? 
or ſhall the thing formed ſay to his Creator, why 
haſt thou made 'me thus? Surely this muſt be as 
inconſiſtent with reaſon as with piety ! And adoring 
gratitude, fervent praiſes, and humble acquieſcence 

in 


191 ä 
in the wiſdom and will of God muſt far better be? 
come us, who have received fucly benefits from 
Him, and know ſo little of his eternal GA 
and the immenſity of his works. 

III. The Lord hath a right to diſpoſe of every 
part of the creation, as he pleaſes, He is the great 
proprietor of the whole, and << is it not lawful for 
& him to do what he will with his own ?” His ab- 
ſolute ſovereignty.indeed is inſeparable from his moſt 
perfect wiſdom, juſtice, goodnels, and truth: ce Fe 
«* cannot deny himſelf,” but is righteous in all 
© his ways, and holy in all his works:“ fo that all 
the objections to the right of God thus to difpoſe of 
all his creatures, which involve in them the impoſ- _ 
fible ſuppoſition of his making a wrong uſe of his 
power, are manifeſtly erroneous and abfurd, and 
border on blaſphemy, He may do things, which 
appear to us to be wrong: but our Judgment is not | 
always according to truth and reQitude ; nor are we 
impartial or infallible in all poſſible cafes, It can- 
not, therefore, be unreaſonable, if we be required 
to confeſs ourſelves miſtaken, when the divine con- 
duct does not appear to us perfectly holy, juſt, and | 
good, 

We allow that there is an eſſential difference in 
the nature of actions antecedent to the conſidera- 
tion of the agent: but then wiſdom, juſtice, truth, 
and goodneſs are no other than conformity to the 
eternal and immutable perfections of God. His 
abſolute ſovereignty, therefore, cannot reſemble in 
any Jegree the arbitrary power, which men often 

C exerciſe, 


L 10 

. Exerciſe, with oppreſſion and cruelty, under the 
influence of paſſion and caprice, and in egregious 
folly: on the contrary it is unlimited authority, 
invariably exerciſed in the moſt perfect manner that 
it poſſibly can be; and this muſt be advantageous in 
the higheſt degree to all creatures; a part only of 
thoſe excepted, whoſe crimes haye e them 
from the common benefit, 2 

| Inſtead, therefore, of venturing to argue againſt 
the ſovereign right of God thus to diſpoſe af all his 
creatures; or to adopt the miſrepreſentations of er- 
ror or impiety on this abſtruſe ſubject; it behoyes 
us. to ſay, © ſuch knowledge is too wonderful for 
4c us, we cannot attain unto it!“ We ought rather 
to adore the depths we cannot fathom ; and to con- 
clude, that though clouds and darkneſs are round 
Ec about him; yet juſtice and judgment are the baſis 
Le of his throne,” We act after this manner, in re- 
ſpect ta our fellow creatures: far when a man's 
general conduct is manifeſtly diſtinguiſhed by pru- 
gence, integrity, and generofity ; we give him a 
meaſure of credit for them in any particular action 
that has a contrary appearance, and ſyppoſe him to 
be influenced by motives with which we are unac- 
quainted. But how much more reaſogable is it to 
proceed in this manner, when He is concerned, 

_ © whoſe judgments are unſearchaþle, and his ways 
* paſt finding out!“ 

The only limitation, therefore, which can be 
affigned to the right of the Lord in this reſpect, is 
that of his own perfeRionsz if ſuch an expreſſion 

may 
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may be allowable: and it is our duty eſpecially to 
recognize it, with reference to ourſelves and all our 
concerns; and not to utter a word, or harbour a 
thought that implies the leaſt degree of diſſatisfac- 
tion with his dealings towards us, or any of his 
creatures. In particular, The earth is the Lord's, 
-<« and the fulneſs of it:“ and He hath given it to 
© the children of men; as it ſeemed good in his 
fight, The different proportions, in which its 
produce is diſtributed amongſt them, reſult from an 
almoſt infinite variety of ſecond cauſes; operating 
and combining their energy, through ſuccefliye 
generations. But, though the good, or bad condutt 
of every individual, and that of his predeceflors or 
cotemporaries, concur in aſſigning him his ſituation 
in the community; and dividing to him a more 
ſcanty or abundant proviſion: yet the Lord ought 
to' be acknowledged as the firſt cauſe in the whole 
diſtribution; Talents, health; induſtry; and ſue- 
' keſs are his gifts: He permits, reſtrains, directs, 
counteracts; or proſpers men's activity; as he ſees 
good: he is the original ſource of the difference in 
climates, ſoils, and ſeaſons: and whatever be the 
immediately diſcriminating event; it is the Lord 
1 who maketh rich, and maketh poor; who lifteth 
e up and caſteth down:“ and the vaſt inequality, 
which ſubſiſts in men's rank and ſtation; muſt be 
reſolved into his ſovereign appointment by all who 
conſiſtently - acknowledge his mm wether 
7 "_ believe his word; or no. 
"He hath wiſe and holy reaſons for thoſe Jiſpenſa- 


tions, 


tions, by which the wicked proſper, and the more 
-inoffenſive are impoveriſhed and oppreſſed: as well 
as for famines, earthquakes, and peſtilences, by 
which numbers ſuffer without any exact diſcrimi- 
nation of character. We may. indeed uſe proper 
means of averting ſuch calamities; and thus re- 
fraints may be impoſed on the ſelfiſhneſs of man- 
kind; encouragement and protection may be given 
to honeſt induſtry and ingenuity ;; and an enlarged 
beneficence may prevent the miſeries which ſpring 
from too great an inequality in men's circumſtances: 
(for a moderate inequality. is a common benefit, and 
even eſſential to a well regulated community). But 
after all, the Lord has a right to defeat ſuch endea- 
: yours, as far as he ſees good: and he gives, and takes 
away, whatever means or inſtruments he employs, 
He will, however, require of every man an ac- 
count of the methods by which he obtained his 
poſſeſſions, and of the manner in which he conducts 
Himſelf in his peculiar ſituation. We ſhauld, there- 
fore, conſider our preſent condition as God's ex- 
preſs appointment for us, acquieſce in his wiſdom, 
Juſtice, and goodneſs in reſpect of it; accommo- 
Aduate ourſelves to the duties of it, as thoſe that muſt 
give account, and uſe no unjuſtifiable means of 
changing it: We ought not to repine, or envy, 
-whben we ſee others more proſperous than ourſelves: 
ve are not allowed to covet any thing belonging to 
another man: much leſs then may we attempt by 
violence, or fraud, or by diſturbing the public tran - 
Auillity t© ſeiae on thoſe poſſeſſions, which the 
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(great Proprietor of the world hath ſeen good to be- 
Now on others. 

IV. The Lord has a death dominion 
. his creatures, and to be the Lawgiver and 
Judge of all rational agents. He governs the inani- 
mate and irrational creation, by that conſtitution of 
their powers and properties, their order, and relation 
to each other, and that connection of cauſes and 
effects, which are called “ the laws of nature: 
But beings endued with the capacity of reflection, 
of knowing their Maker's will, and of obeying or 
diſobeying it, require another kind of government, 
and are properly conſidered as accountable for their 
actions. It is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that they would 
have rules preſcribed to them for their conduct; and 
that the conſequences of obſerving, or neglecting 
them would be fet before them; that they might 
perform their part in the univerſe, not by external 
coercion, or an inſtinct which could admit of no 
deviation; but from rational motives, and a volun- 
4 choice. | 

If then ſuch laws and ſanktions were requiſite, 
to whom could the right of promulgating them be- 
long, but to the Lord himſelf? The wiſdom and 
knowledge of finite beings could not have ſufficed 
to have formed them perfe#ly ſuited to the condition, 
relations, and obligations of all thoſe who were to 
be governed by them. The authority of God alone 
Could give them adequate validity, and demand 

abſolute obedience to them from every individual : 
| and hie omnipotence, omniſcience, and perfect 
f juſtice, 
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juſtice, truth, and goodneſs were requiſite, in order 
to the diſtribution of rewards, and puniſnments, in 4 
manner which none could reſiſt, object to, or elude. 

Indeed the laws of God, and the ſanctions an- 
nexed to them, muſt accord to all the perfections of 
his nature: yet it may reaſonably be expected, that 
many things will appear to us in another light, both 
as we are ſhort ſighted creatures, and as we are 
finners: We ate utterly incompetent to determine 
what becomes the infinite God, in the government 
of his univerſal and everlaſting kingdom ; or what 
his own glory, and the beſt intereſts of his crea- 
tures at large may require, We might reafonably 
ſuppoſe, that holy creatures, who were made ac- 
quainted with our ſtate and character, would expect, 
that God's laws would appear to ws too ftrit and 
ſpicitual, his denunciations too dreadful, and his 
judgments extremely ſevere. © Self- love alone ſuf- | 
fices in this caſe to warp the judgment: thoſe vicious 
affections which prompt us to difobey the holy pre- 
cept, will diſpoſe us to defire impunity in tranf- 
greſſion; and to prefer our own indulgence and ſe- 
curity to the honour of God and the good of the 
univerſe: and he, who is unacquainted with tlie 
influence of our deſires upon our reaſenings and con- 
clufions, where we ourſelves are concerned, has not 
ſo much as begun to underſtand the hiftory of the 
ua ſpecies, or to know his own heart, 

What legiſlator conſults the man, who wake A 
life of plunder and ſelf-indulgence to honeſt induſ- 


try and the welfare of the community, about re- 


EF 


pealing or altering the laws, and regulating the ad- 
miniſtration of juſtice ? Though ſuch men are often 
ſuperior in natural, or acquired abilities to their 
more conſcientious fellow citizens: yet a propoſal 
of this ſort would be deemed an outrage on the 
common ſenſe of mankind, The objections of cri- 
minals to the ſtrictneſs of the laws, and the ſevere 
vigilance of the magiſtrates, are deemed their beſt 
encomium ; as they ſhew what miſchief they would 
gtherwiſe do: and we can ſcarce admit of a doubt, 
but that holy creatures conſider the objections of 
liners to the laws and government of God, in ex- 
actly the ſame light, 

We are, perhaps, apt to oyer-rate the inhabitants 
of our earth, in compariſon with the whole intelli- 
gent creation, through eternal ages: for it is pro- 
bable, that the numbers immured in priſon, or put 
to death, under the beſt regulated human govern+ 
ments, bear as large a proportion to the whole na- 
tion, as men, and fallen angels too, bear to all the 
rational creatures which have been, or ſhall be 
brought into exiſtence, Yet the exemption from 
deſerved puniſhment of comparatively a ſmall part of 


the community, is not thought an object worthy ta 


be put in competition with the public welfare. 


All the laws of God, contained in the ſcriptures, 


are wiſe and righteous; as they were ſuited to the 
purpoſe for which they were given: and it may 
eaſily be ſhewn, that thoſe which were intended 
for mankind in general are moſt equitable in their 
* and beneficial in their tendeney. As the 
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Lord himfelf is the perfection and ſouret of all 
beauty and excellency; and as he is the author of 
our exiſtence, and the bountiful giver of all that 
we enjoy or hope for: fo it is moſt-reaſonable, that 


we ſhould love him with our whole hearts, and ferve 


him with all our powers, and in the uſe of all his 


gifts, He muſt-have an undeniable right to demand 


all this of us; and we muſt be guilty of injuſtice as 
well as ingratitude, if we do not thus love and ferve 
him. We ought ſupremely to admire and love all 
the excellencies of his mof# glorious nature; to re- 
verenee his majeſty and authority; to defire, and 
delight in, his favour above all things; to receive alt 
his benefits with moſt entire and lively gratitude; 
to devote ourſelyes wholly to his fervice; and to 
make his glory the great end of all our actions. 
Who can reaſonably find fault with one article in 
this compendium of the firſt table of the law ? who 


can urge a fingle objection to it, without pleading 


in bettalf of ſome degree of ingratitude, of averſion 
to infinite excellency, or difaffection to the autho- 


rity of conſummate wifdom, juſtice, truth, and love? 


The fubftance of the ſecond table is equally con- 
fonant to the decifions of ſober reaſon ; as we muſt 
perceive, if we could but diveſt ourfelves of the 
bias which reſults from our inordinate ſelf- love. 
The happineſs of any other of our ſpecies is, in 
itſelf, as important as our own : it is therefore rea- 
ſonable, that we ſhould “ love our neighbour ag 
« gurſelves; and that we ſhould judge and act, in 
all the various concerns and relations of life, with an 

1 OY 
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undeviating regard to this equitable rule. This 
would produce an habitual attention to the life, 
health, reputation, liberty, eaſe, peace, domeſtic 
comfort, and purity of every other perſon, ſimilar 
to that, with which wiſe and rational ſelf-love would 
deſire that they ſhould regard ours. We ſhould 

never, in this cafe, purſue our own intereft, or in- 
dulge our own paſſions, to the injury of any other 
perſon : we ſhould recede from our own advantages, 
and thwart our own inclinations in leſſer matters; 
whenever we could, by theſe means, promote the 
greater good of any man, though a perfect ſtranger, 
or an injurious adverſary: and we ſhould uniformly' 
practiſe perfect equity, ſincerity, veracity, fidelity, 


candour, compaſſion, kindneſs, and forgiveneſs; 


and connect univerſal philanthropy with the unfail- 
ing performance of eyery relative duty, If all men 
acted in this manner, fraud, flander, malice, envy, 
diſcord, wars, ſeditions, maſſacres, oppreſſions, 
Aavery, licentiouſneſs, and the long train of dire 
evils, which waſte and haraſs the human fpecies, 
would be finally terminated ; and earth would re- 
ſemble heaven in felicity as well as purity: for all 
confuſion and miſery ſpring from the tranſgreſſion 
of the law, and its inſeparable conſequences, 

If we could not fo clearly diſcern the excellency 


of the divine law; it would nevertheleſs be rea- 


ſonable- for us to acknowledge the right of the great 
Lawgiver, and to ſubmit to his authority as Judge of 
the world. But when it is demonſtrable, that his 


« law is holy, juſt, and good,” and calculated to 
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make all his obedient ſubjects completely happy z 
they muſt be left without excuſe, who not only 
break his commandments ; but ſpeak and act as if 
he had no right to command, or as if they were un- 
der no obligations to obey him, 

Moreover, when we ſeriouſly reflect upon the 
miſeries which have ariſen from tranſgreſſion, in 
every part of the creation, which it hath pervaded; 
as well as on the rebellion, contempt, ingratitude, 
and enmity againft God, which are contained in 
every wilful fin: can we confidently ſay, that we 
are capable of determining what degree or duration 
of puniſhment it deſerves ? Shall we not rather keep 
filence on a ſubject, in which we are too deeply inte- 
reſted to be impartial, and too ſhort-ſighted to be 
competent judges? Surely it is more reaſonable to 
leave this matter to the deciſion of infinite wiſdom 
and juſtice, to ſubmit to the award of our Creator, 
and to betake ourſelyes to his mercy, as our only re- 
fuge from his righteous indignation ! This muſt 
be one of the rights of God, and of our duties: and 
perhaps human folly, impiety, and preſumption have 
ſeldom appeared more complicated, than when ſin- 
ners argue that God will not fulfil the threatenings 
of his authenticated word, becauſe they venture to 
aſſert, that it would be contrary to his juſtice and 
goodneſs ſo todo! and when, encouraged by this 
groundleſs hope of impunity, they continue to neg- 
lect his great ſalvation, and to add to the number 
of their crimes! * Canſt thou by ſearching find 


out God? Canſt thou find out the Almighty ta 


6 perfection? 


[ 19 ] 
tt perfection? It is higher than heaven, what canſt 
© thou do? It is deeper than hell, what canſt thou 
© know? But to man he faith, behold, the fear of 


te the Lord that is wiſdom ; and to depart. from 


© evil that is ee (Job, c. xi. v. 7, 5 
c. xxviii. v. 28. 

V. The Lord has a right to appoint the ordinances 
of his own worſhip, and all things relative to the 
prayers, praiſes, and thankſgivings of his rational 
creatures: 'This implies, that he has a right to the 
adorations of all thoſe whom he hath formed capa- 
pable of this reaſonable ſervice, and that they rob 
him of his due who do not worſhip him ;, whether 
they give his glory to thoſe, who by nature are no 
gods; or whether they be wholly irreligious. 
But he alone can perfectly know in what manner it 
beſt becorhes his creatures to worſhip him; and they- 
muſt learn it by revelation from him, through what 
ever medium it be communicated: for it is reaſon- 
able to ſuppoſe, that the adorations of angels are 
conducted according to diſcoveries made to them of 
their Creator's will; and that they are not left to 
follow the mere dictates of their own minds, in this 

momentous concern. FE 8 

Every thing, eſſentially connected with our reli 

gious worſhip, ſhould, therefore, be regulated ac- 


cording to the revealed will of God: who no doubt 


has a right to the uſe of all our time, abilities, and 
poſſeſſions, which ſhould, in one way or other, be 
WN in his ſervice, and devoted to his . 

: | and, 
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and, conſequently, he may require us to appropriate 
to religious duties whatever part of them he pleaſes. 
The inſtitution of the ſabbath, or of one day in 
ſeven, to be kept holy to the Lord, may be adduced 
as an inſtance, on this part of our ſubjedt. The 
mention of the day of ſacred reſt immediately after 
the account of man's creation; the attention to it, 
which was required of Iſrael, previous to the giv- 
ing of the law, (Exod. c. xvi. v. 5, 22—30;) and 
the form of the fourth commandment, ** Remember 
* that thou keep holy the ſeventh day,” concur in 
proving the appointment to have been coeval with 
the human race; and this is further confirmed by 
the general cuſtom, in all parts of the world, from 
the beginning, of computing time by weeks ; which 
eannot be ſo well accounted for in any other way, 
as by concluding that it was the effect of tradition, 
derived from Adam and Noah, and retained when 
the reaſon of it was forgotten. 

The circumſtances of mankind have been conch 
Kae ſince our firſt parents were ereated very 
good; and the Lord hath dealt with his church ac- 
cording to different diſpenſations: yet the ſame pro- 
portion of conſecrated time hath invariably been 
adhered to. For Jeſus Chriſt, « the Lord of the 
6 ſabbath day, hath manifeſtly eſtabliſhed its obli- 
gation on his diſciples: as his allowance of works 
of piety, merey, and real neceſſity, implies a full 
confirmation of the prohibitions, contained in the 
law, of all other kinds of labour. But the example 
. writings of his apoſtles prove, that, by his au- 

thority, 


{at 1 - 

thotity; the firſt day of the week, (on whichhe aroſe 
from the dead, ) was ſet apart inſtead of the ſeventh 
though the change was filently and gradually made, 
that the prejudices of the Jews might not be need - 
leſsly excited, On this day © the Lord of the ſab- 
<< bath,” after his reſurrection, repeatedly met his 
diſciples, and ſpake peace to them: on this day the 
Holy Spitit was poured out upon them, ſubſequent 
to his aſeenſion; they were afterwards accuſtomed 
on it, to meet together to break bread, to preach 
and hear the goſpel; to collect or diſpenſe their 
alms, and for other religious purpoſes: and the cuſ- 
tom of the Chriſtian church from the primitive 
times ſufficiently proves the obſervance: of it to be 
an eſſential part of our holy religion. It is alſo 
emphatically called - the Lord's Day,” (Rev. e i. 
v. 10,) or the day of Chriſt, the Lord of the ſab- 
bath, which he claims as his own, and requires his: 
diſciples to dedicate to religious ſervices, as far as 
they have the opportunity and power fo to do. 

The ſtrict obſervance of his holy day, by ſuſ- 
pending all kinds of labour (except. ſuch as have 
been mentioned ;) by avoiding all worldly pleaſures 
and avocations; by employing it in the devotions of 
the cloſet, the family, and the public congregation ; 
in the. pious inftrution of children and ſervants, 
and in religious meditation and converſation z forms 
a badge of diſtinction, a bond of union, and a 
means of communion with each other, among true 
Chriftians; it tends greatly to promote the glory of 
God, and it provides in the moſt important manner 

10 | for 
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for the propagation of real chriſtianity, and the edi- 
cation of the church. Indeed ſuch an inſtitution: 
ſeems to be indiſpenſably neceſſary to the mainte- 
nance of pure religion among men; the ſtricteſt 
regard to it does not in the leaſt interfere with the 
advantageous management of agriculture, manu- 
factures, or commerce; whilſt it exceedingly ſub- 
ſerves the intereſts of civilization, morality, and 
genuine liberty, political and perſonal. Whereas 
the profanation of this returning ſeaſon of ſacred 
reſt, proportionably tends to the increaſe of i my 
profligacy, and every kind of vice. 

It would probably be found, upon a condful Coma 
tiny, that the progreſs of irreligion and wick- 
edneſs,' in this land, hath kept pace with the neg- 
lect and contempt with which the Lord's day hath 
more and more been treated: and that no great 
regard is paid to equity, truth, or good morals, 
(except as reputation, intereſt, and faſhion are con- 
cerned,) by thoſe numbers of every rank, who, in 
different ways, profane this conſecrated time, by 
ſpending it in buſineſs, journeying, feaſting, polite 
diſſipation, or groſs exceſſes, as their habits and in- 
clinations lead them. | t 

- Some indeed argue, that as we W to keep 
every day holy, ſo we need not diſtinguiſh the Lord's 
day from the reſt of the week : but what is this more 
than a mere play of words, employed to juſtify diſ- 
obedience to God, and diſlike to religious duties? 
Six days of the week may be ſpent in an holy man- 
ner, by a conſcientious attention to the employments 
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of our ſeveral ſtations in the community; by regu» 
lating all. our undertakings and enjoyments in juſ- 
tice, temperance, truth, and love; and being care» 
ful that they be ſanctified by the word of God and 
prayer. But obedience to one divine command can- 
not authorize diſobedience to another, The Lord's 
day is ſet apart and conſecrated by his authority to 


the great concerns of religious worſhip : it is there- 


fore profaned by thoſe actions, which on other days 
are a part of a man's duty: becauſe being done at 
an improper ſeaſon, they rob the Lord of his due, 
and violate his command, Through the imperfec- 
tion of language, the ſame word often conveys dif- 
ferent ideas, according to its connexion ; and thus 
the term holy ſignifies conſecration to God, and his 
immediate worſhip, when uſed concerning the ſab- 
bath ; but it ſignifies conformity to any of his pre» 
cepts, or to his image in juſtice, purity, truth, and 
goodnefs, when uſed in reſpect of our general con- 
duct. Indeed they, who argue in this manner, 
may be willing to deal honeſtly, and to be decent in 
their lives, from inferior motives : but they keep 
none of their days holy, that is, in obedience ta 
God, from a regard to his authority, love to his 
Name, delight in his ſervice, and zeal for his glory; 
and they only want a pretence for neglecting reli- 
gion, and following their beloved worldly purſuits, 
as entirely on the Lord's day, as they do on other 
gays; but in ſomething a different manner. 
Whilſt a remnant amongſt us continue to hallow 
the day of God, not doing our own works, ngr 
a 9 ſeeking 
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ſeeking our own pleaſure during that facred time, 
but counting it honourable and delightful thus 
to anticipate the worſhip and reſt of heaven; it will 
conſtitute ſuch a teſtimony for God and religion in 
the midſt of the land, as may encourage a hope, 
that our iniquity is not yet full. But when there 
ſhall be only a few exceptions to the too general 
example already ſet, not only by the lower orders, 
but by legiſlators, magiſtrates, and other honour- 
able, nay ſacred characters among us, of making the 
Lord's own day a ſeaſon for buſineſs, recreation, 
floth, or indulgence; then/ it may be apprehended, 
we ſhall be ripe for national judgments. For if it 
be the right of God to appoint what proportion of 
our time ſhall be fanQified ; if he have reſerved this 
day for himſelf; and if we, as a nation, profeſſing 
to be his people, , unite in refuſing to comply with 
his appointment; what can we expect, but to be 
given up to our own deluſions, till we become mo- 
numents of his awful vengeance? : 

It may be proper, under this head, to mention 
public worſhip more particularly: as the indolence 
of the carnal mind, and its averſion to religion, have 
lately been ſoothed by an attempt to prove that it is 
no part of a chriſtian's duty. It has been here 
taken for granted, or rather inferred from the ſcrip- 
tures that relate to the ballowing of the Lord's 
day, that one deſign of the inſtitution is, to give all 
men, (as far as it is regarded, ) leiſure to attend on 
public worſhip, and the preaching of the goſpel. 
tag perſons are able to avaj] themſelves of ſuch 


oppor» 
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opportunities at other times; and it is a good thing 
to be ſo employed, when not prevented by duties of 
another kind. But if the Lord's day were duly 
ſanctified, all who had health, might, at ſome times, 
have theſe advantages. Indeed ſecret devotion is 
abſolutely requiſite to maintain the life of piety in 
the ſou], and ought to be repeatedly engaged in 
every day: but public religion peculiarly honours 
God, and keeps up in the world the remembrance 
of his authority, perfe&ions, and works; and of our 
relations and obligations to him: it is the grand 
means of diffuſing piety more widely; it conſtitutes 
that tribute of adoration and gratitude, which the 
Lord requires of us, in the preſence of our fellow- 
creatures: and as we are ſocial beings ſuſceptible of 
ſympathy, ſo the view of numbers apparently ani- 
mated with devout affections, has a powerful ten- 
dency to excite and invigorate them in our own 
hearts, and the example of eſteemed characters has 
extenſive good effects: whilſt what paſles in public 
worſhip gives the judicious parent, or head of a fa- 
mily, the occaſion and ſubject of egg Ag f his 
houſhold alſo. 


In every way, therefore, & the aſſembling of our- 


« ſelves together,” to hear the word of God, and ts 
unite in adoring his glorious name, is neceſſary to 
the exiſtence of true piety in the world: and were 
this entirely laid aſide, (as it is at preſent to an 
alarming degree,) we might confidently prognoſti- 
cate the univerſal prevalence of ignorance, impiety, 
infidelity, and vice. Indeed public worſhip, in one 
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form or other, hath in every age conſtituted a part 
of the religion of God's people; which might eaſily 
de proved by the moſt undeniable evidence: but 
ſurely, the man muſt be conſcious of having under- 
taken a deſperate cauſe, who demands, in the firſt 
inſtance, that the whole Old Teſtament, and a 
large proportion of the New, ſhould be given up, 
as of no validity in the argument. Nevertheleſs, 
we might eaſily prove this duty to be enjoined in 
-ſcripture, after making ſuch large conceſſions: but 
it is not neceſſary; for they, who can believe that 
any man at preſent underſtands chriſtianity better 
than the inſpired apoſtles and eyangeliſts, and the 
churches founded by them, did, would not pay any 
great attention to what could be urged in this place. 
Indeed, the writer“ who advanced, and contended 
For, this opinion, ſeems to be in ſome degree ſenſi- 
ble of his miſtake : yet it is not improper to give 
this caution againſt it; as a book may communicate 
bad principles, when the author, however deſirous 
of doing it, may be utterly unable to counteract or 
eradicate them. 

It will doubtleſs be found Nane 1 all ſe- 
rious and impartial enquirers, that the Lord ſhould 
demand our public adorations, as well as our pri- 
vate acknowledgments; and that we ſhould delight 
in meeting together for this important end. They, 
therefore, who refuſe to join ſtatedly with his con- 
gregations, in rendering him the tribute, which he 
1 claims; and they who draw nigh to him witk 
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cheir lips, when their hearts are far from him, are 
alike guilty of robbing view of ge glory due unto 
Him: 

VI. The Sovereign of the vnlvicſs has a right to 
appoint his on vicegerents. He uſes two prinei- 
pal means in governing mankind, His ſpiritual law 
has authority over the conſcience, and takes cogni- 
zance of the thoughts and intentions of the heart, as 
well as of many parts of the outward conduct, which 
human laws cannot reach; and its ſanctions chiefly 
relate to the future and eternal world : but civil 
government, and human laws, have authority over 
the outward conduct, in thoſe things that relate to 
the welfare of ſociety: and their ſanctions are OY 
of a temporal kind, 

Whether we ſtudy the book of to, or that. 6. 
revelation, we muſt allow that civil government is 
the ordinance of God, for the puniſhment of evil 
doers, and the protection and praiſe of thoſe that do 
well: and when we duly reflect how he accom- 

pliſhes his purpoſes by inſtruments and ſecond cauſes, 
as well as by an immediate interpoſition, we ſhall 
perceive, that the exiſting government; and the 
perſons actually eſtabliſhed. in authority in any 
country, are as really appointed by him, as they 
were in Iſrael, when Moſes, Joſhua, or Samuel 
were the rulers, or when the kingdom was con- 
ferred on David and his family, The manner in 
which the choice is notified differs, but the ſame 
great Sovereign ſtill ſelects his own vicegerents. 
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An inconceivable variety of circumſtances and 
events have concurred, through many generations, 
in bringing every man to his particular ſituation in 
the community, antecedent to his own choice and 
conduct. Thus ſome find themſelves called to go- 
vern, and are inveſted with authority, not through 
their own uſurpation or circumvention, but in the 
regular courſe of human affairs, which cannot be 
altered without violent convulſions: and, unleſs 
the ſtate of things be very bad indeed, ſuch changes 
Tarely conduce to the common benefit. But if we 
alſo remember that the Lord directs, and determines 
all theſe contingencies; we ſhall readily perceive 
that rulers, in every ſettled form of government, 
(however it were at firſt eſtabliſhed, ) are 1 
by, and accountable to him. 
It is indeed allowable and proper, by equitable 
precautions, to reſtrain men from abuſing autho- 
rity, on the ſame principle by which we obviate 
the danger of a famine or a peſtilence: and when 
ſuch prudent limitations become a part of the eſta- 
bliſhed form of government, they are to be conſi- 
dered as © the ordinance of God,“ equally with the 
other conſtitutions to which they are united. Vet 
the Lord has a right to defeat the attempts of thoſe 
ho aim to exclude exorbitant power, and the exer- 
ciſe of tyranny; and to appoint his own vicegerents, 
either in mercy or judgment, as he ſees good: and, 
in all ordinary caſes at leaſt, we are bound to ſub- 
mit to his authority, by obeying them for his ſake; 
and to honour him, by bewing them all civil reſpect 
according 
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_ according to his word. This will become eaſy and 
pleaſant to us, in proportion to the degree in which 
we reverence, love, and adore him, as our Sovereign 
Lord, and moſt liberal Benefactor, to whom we are 
bound, by every obligation, to be obedient and ſub- 
miſſive in all things. ; 
The fame reaſoning is equally concluſive, in re- 
ſpect of all the other ſubordinations in ſociety, in 
domeſtic life, and in the church of God. Superiors, 
ſeniors, parents, huſbands, maſters, perſons of emi- 
nent wiſdom and piety, and faithful miniſters, are 
entruſted with different proportions of the Lord's 
authority: He is obeyed, and honoured, when a 
ſcriptural deference, ſubmiſſion, and reſpe& is ren- 
dered to them; the contrary conduct, in the inferior 
relation, is rebellion againſt both his providence 
and his commandment: and thoſe ſpeculations, 
which militate againſt this regular ſubordination, 
tend directly to confuſion and every evil work, 
VII. The Lord has a right to ſuperintend, alter, 
or ſuſpend, as he ſees good, thoſe laws of nature, 
which ariſe from the general operations of ſecond 
cauſes. Many frivolous objections have been made 
to the ſcripture doctrine of providence, and of the 
efficacy of prayer, in ſuch things as depend on an 
eſtabliſned and ſuppoſed inviolable connexion of 
cauſes and effects. But is it not moſt unreaſonable 
to conſider this general courſe of things, as ner 
ceſſury and immutable? No doubt the Creator com- 
municated, and continues to every part of his work, 
its peculiar powers, properties, and ſituation in the 
| ſyſtem; 
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tyſtem ; ; and ſuperintends the wee, with infinits 
en and omnipotent energy. 
No miracle is required, in order to determine the 
yt ſecond cauſes, in any particular manner, 
according to the wants and prayers of pious perſons. 
It is not commonly thought to be any deviation 
from the general laws of nature, when one region 
is fertilized by moderate ſhowers,” another waſted 
with inundations, and a third viſited with drought; 
yet will any rational man pretend, that ſuch events 
are not appointed and effected by the ſovereign will 
and powerful operation of God himſelf? The fame 
holds equally good, in reſpect of earthquakes, peſti- 
lential diſeaſes, hurticanes, &c :' and even thoſe 
events which may ſeem to be of leſs importance, are 
regulated by the divine ſuperintendency, in entire 
conſiſtency with the laws of nature: medicines are 
effectual, or unavailing; abundant increaſe rewards ' 
the huſbandman's toil, or his crop and hopes are 
blaſted together; and ten thoufand hmilar caſes oc- 
cur, on which life, or death, proſperity, or adverſity, 
comforts, or corrections, deliverances, or judgments, 
entirely depend; yet in none of them can we either 
perceive any miraculous interpoſition, 'or reaſonably 
refuſe to teſolve them into the ſovereign x (wg 
ment and powerful operation of the Lord. 
Many bold objections have alſo been urged againſt 
the credibility of ſome events, recorded in ſcripture ; 
becauſe they cannot be explained, or accounted for, 
in conſiſtency with theſe idolized laws of nature: 
ary they are evidently mentioned, as miraculous | 
(i deviations 


. 
deviations from that ſettled courſe, effected by Om - 
nipotence, for the moſt important purpoſes, << Why 
then ſhould it be deemed incredible, that God 
& ſhould raiſe the dead, or why ſhould we queſtion 
his power to deluze the whole earth? He, who gave 
to matter thoſe inexplicable powers, that we call at» 
traction and gravitation, by which the whole - maſs 
of water is ſuppoſed to be retained in the ocean; 
could ſuſpend them, in what meaſure he faw good, 
when he determined thus to execute vengeance on 


rebellious race. I do not fay, that the deluge was 


effected in this way, for I expect not to comprehend 


how God performs his ſovereign purpoſes; but this 


may ſufhce to ſhew that he can with infinite eaſe 
do thoſe things, which proud men have aſſerted to 
be impoſſible. The ſame may be ſaid, concerning 


any other mirac'e recorded in ſcripture; for unleſs - 


the fact atteſted, did really involve an undeniable 
contradiction, its contrariety io the known laws of 
nature only proves, that the interpoſition of the 
God of nature was requiſite to effect it; which can 
not at all invalidate its credibility, when properly 
authenticated, and when the end propoſed * it was 
worthy of ſuch an interference. 

Perhaps ſome readers may think, that what I am 
han to add, might have been ſpared : but what- 
ever ſerves as a. pretext for diſregarding the ſcrip- 
tures, conſtitutes a poiſon. congenial to our nature, 
and ſuited to out vitiated taſte : and it is not amiſs 


ſometimes. to ſhew the abſurdity of the moſt able 


men; when they reject the oracles of God. In an 


age, 
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age, therefore, in which ſceptical and infidel ob- 
jections of every kind, are widely circulated in nu- 
merous pamphlets, retailed in almoſt all companies 
and greedily imbibed by the inexperienced in every 
rank in the community, I truſt I ſhall at leaſt be 
excuſed for introducing ſuch a ſubject. 

Some ſceptics have gone ſo far as to affirm, that 
miracles, inſtead of proving doctrines to be from 
God, are themſelves abſolutely. incredible on any 
evidence whatſoever! Perhaps the ignorant pre- 
ſumption, and pride of man never yet produced any 
thing more extraordinary than this aſſertion! For in 
what part of the book of nature or of reaſon is it writ- 
ten in legible characters, that the great Creator can- 
not, or will not make any alteration in the eſta- 
bliſhed courſe of nature ? The argument they adduce 
is briefly this: moſt men never ſaw miracles per- 
formed; therefore, thoſe perſons, that ſay they have 
ſeen them, are not to be credited, however unex- 
ceptionable their teſtimony in other reſpects may be. 
By ſuch a mode of reaſoning we may prove, that 
there is no ſuch, country as China, and no ſuch city 
as Conſtantinople; or that there never exiſted ſuch a 
ſceptic as Mr Hume: for the moſt of men-never 
faw them. To argue thus, in theſe latter inſtances, 
would only prove a man's folly, or ſelf-conceit. 
What then does it prove in the other cafe ? It is in- 
deed pretended, that miracles are contrary to uni- 
verſal experience and obſervation: but this can mean 
no more than the univerſal experience and obſerva- 
tion of all thoſe, who never experienced and ob- 
OH | ſerved 
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ferved them, Thus the congelation of water into a 
ſolid maſs of ice is contrary to the univerſal obſerva- 
tion of all thoſe inhabitants of Africa, who never 
witneſſed ſuch a tranſmutation: and accordingly 
ſome of them, (with a wiſdom and modeſty ſimilar 
to thoſe of European ſceptics,) have declared, that 
the perſons, who atteſted the congelation of lakes, 
rivers, and ſeas in northern countries, were unworthy 
of the le: credence. 

Such ridiculous objections to ſcripture would ne- 
ver have been thought of, or publiſhed ; nor could 
they ever have impoſed on, or been endured by any 
reaſonable being ; if a ſecret averſion to revealed 
religion did not prediſpoſe the heart to entertain them 
favourably, In reality, miracles are extraordinary 
events, that have been often counterfeited, (which 
evinces that ſome are real;) and, therefore, they re- 
quire to be authenticated by clear and indiſputable 
teſtimony: when' this is done, they are equally cre- 
dible with other paſt tranſactions,” or with any other 
facts: for many things, which have no immediate 
connexion with religion, (though ſufficiently at- 
teſted,) can no more be ſatisfactorily accounted for, 
than the miraculous events recorded in ſcripture, 

Having ſhewn, that the Lord has an undoubted 
right to ſuperintend, alter, or ſuſpend the operation 
of ſecond- cauſes: it muſt be added, that it is our 
duty to conſider them as altogether under his direc- 
tion; to be thankful for, or ſubmit to, all the effects 
of them without exception, as his ſovereign appoint- 
ment; and to receive as the teſtimony of God every 

F part 
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part of that revelation, which is found to have been 
authenticated by miracles, and by various other in- 
conteſtable proofs. For 8 
VIII. It muſt be allowed that the Lord hath a 
right to reveal himſelf, and his truth or will, to his 
rational creatures, whenſoever he pleaſes, and in his 
own manner. The creation, and the ordinary - 
courſe of providence contain a revelation of, God to 
us: and we might thence learn a great deal concern- 
ing his perfections, and our obligations to him, if 
we were duly attentive and teachable. But it may 
be proper for us to know more of his incomprehen - 
fible nature, and of thoſe things /that relate to his 
moral government, than could be diſcovered through 
this medium. To ſuperior intelligences the Lord 
may perhaps reveal himſelf immediately, and they 
may intuitively apprehend his inſtructions: but he 
does not teach us in that manner, Vet it is exceed- 
ingly deſirable that we ſhould be more fully acquainted 
with him and his will concerning us; and it might 
reaſonably be expected that he would thus inſtruct 
us, if he intended to ſhew us any favour, or accept 
any worſhip or obedience at our hands. 

But in caſe the Lord ſaw good to communicate 
inſtruction: to mankind, through the intervention of 
ſelect perſons, to whom he imparted the meſſage 
they were to deliver in his name; it muſt be reaſon- 
able to ſuppoſe they would be enabled to authenticate 
their miſſion in a deciſive manner. Indeed the in- 
ternal evidence of revelation, its coincidence with the 
ſtate. of mankind, and its excellent nature and ten- 
| dency, 
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dency, conſtitute one grand demonſtration of its di- 
vinity: but much reflection and ſome experience 
are requiſite to enable a man to perceive the full 
force of this argument. In order, therefore, to ar- 
reſt the attention of a careleſs or prejudiced world, 
to new diſcoveries of God, and heavenly things; 
evident miracles, which could not be counterfeited, 
or effected but by omnipotence, openly performed 
in the preſence of oppoſers, and challenging the 
fulleſt inveſtigation, formed a proper atteſtation ts 
the meſſengers of God: and the evident accompliſhs 
ment of prophecies, contained in the records of this 
revelation, when connected with other evidence, 1s 
now a ſuitable means of drawing men's attention to 
the written word, and to the inſtructions of thoſe; 
who appeal to it as their authority. 

The Lord hath alſo a right to demand our entire 
credence, confidence, and obedience, in reſpect of 
his authenticated revelation. It is our duty, with 
diligent care and ſeriouſneſs, according to our op- 
portunity and ability, to examine the grounds on 
which it claims our attention, as the word of God, 
and to ſeek after a more complete acquaintance with 
every part of its contents: by which means our aſ- 
ſurance of its divinity will increaſe continually, if we 


proſecute the ſtudy, in a teachable, humble, and 


obedient ſpirit. But it ſhould alſo be remembered, 
that we are bound impl:reitly to believe © the teſti- 
4 mony of God, (which is ſure and giveth wiſdom to 
« the ſimple,)” in decided preference to our own 
preconceived opinions and reaſonings, and to the 
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[ 3 ] 
deciſions of the moſt renowned and admired philo- 
ſophers. The Lord has a right to demand ſuch un- 
reſeryed credit from all his rational creatures, when- 
ever he ſpeaks to them: nor does the myſteriouſneſs 
of his inſtruction form any ground of exception; for 
they muſt have a myſterious religion, who worſhip 
an incomprehenſible God. But myſtery is very diſ- 
tin& from abſurdity, or ſelf- contradiction: and a doc- 
trine is not unreaſonable, becauſe it is above the reach 
of our limited powers; if it be not plainly contrary 
to any of thoſe truths, which we &now certainly by 
intuition or demonſtration: for probable, or conjettural 
concluſions may be falſe, howeyer confidently they 
are maintained, or advanced into the rank of undiſ- 
puted principles. 

The external evidence of revelation reſolves itſelf 
wholly into the proof afforded us, that certain events 
actually took place, in time and manner, as recorded 
in the ſcriptures. If the facts be eſtabliſhed by ſuffi- 
cient teſtimony ; the doctrines connected with them 
are proved to be the word of God, and muſt not 
be treated as diſputable opinions, like the ſentiments 
of human authors; on the contrary they ſhould be 
received, with reverent and humble ſubmiſſion of 
the underſtanding, as divine and infallible inftruc- 
tions. What then can be more unreaſonable, than 
for men to demand demonſtratiuve proof of the doctrine 
of revelation? If the facts be properly authenticated, 
the doctrines are evinced to be the dictates of infinite 
wiſdom and truth, which is the higheſt poſſible 


demonſtration, But te/timony is the only direct way 
ü i of 


I 


of proving facts, to thoſe who were not preſent when 
they took place; and it would not be deemed more 
abſurd for a ſtudent to attempt the proof of a geome- 
trical axiom by teſtimony, than for a judge to try 
cauſes by mathematical deductions. The applica- 
tion of any kind of reaſoning or evidence to thoſe 
things, to which it 1s in its own nature inapplicable, 
has often been expoſed, in other matters, as ridiculous 
in the extreme: but it can never be more abſurd, 
and muſt always be leſs miſchievous, than when it is 
introduced into religious enquiries. - Yet this is fre- 
quently done by men, who are conſidered as the 
greateſt maſters of reaſoning in the world; and wha 
ſpeak of thoſe, that deem it rational implicitly to bo- 
lieve the teſtimony of God, as a weak, and deluded 
ſet of peopie. But I ſhall cloſe this part of my ſub- 
ject, by obſerving, that, until all the internal and ex- 
ternal evidences of the divine original of the ſcrip- 
tures be ſolidly and completely anſwered; it is moſt 
unreafonable and exceedingly unfair, to ſtart objec- 
tions againſt particular facts or doctrines contained 
in them; as they muſt be truth, if the book that con- 
tains them be the word of God: yet this is che grand 
weapon of modern ſcepticiſm and infidelity; and it 
is doubtleſs well ſuited to the purpoſe of thoſe, Who 
would unſettle the unwary, and impoſe upon the in- 
dolent and ignorant, by infuſing prejudices into their 
minds againſt the holy religion of our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt. 
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Containing the Rights of God, in reſpe®? of his Dealing: 
with ſinful Creatures. | 


| Ax attentive and impartial conſideration of 


what hath been advanced, (concerning the rights of 
God, as our Creator, Benefactor, and Governor, 
and our correſpondent duties,) muſt convince us, 
that we have withheld from him that worſhip, grati- 
tude, love, and obedience, which were juſtly his due. 
Whether we review our own conduct, and inſpect 
the ſtate of our hearts; or whether we ſtudy the hiſ- 
tory of our ſpecies, and obſerve the courſe of the 
world around us; we ſhall be compelled to acknow-, 
ledge, that all have ſinned and come ſhort of the 
« glory of God.” If we, therefore, argue concern- 
ing the divine government, according to the regula- 
tions eftabliſhed in human ſociety, we muſt con- 
clude, from reaſon as well as from revelation, that 
c by the works of the law ſhall no fleſh be juſtified 
ce in the ſight of God,” For by what law of man, 
can that perſon be juſtified, who hath in one inſtance. 
wilfully broken it? The prince may indeed pardon 
the tranſgreſſor; but the law can do no other than 
condemn him. Alleviating circumſtances, or obe- 
dience in other inſtances, may be inducements to 
clemency :. but the law reſpects ſimply the queſtion, 
« hath he tranſgreſſed, or hath he not!? If he be 

found 
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found guilty, the ſentence muſt be condemnation; 
and, unleſs mercy intervene, the appointed penalty 
muſt be inflicted; nay indeed, every exerciſe of 
mercy to thoſe, who merit puniſhment, is a relaxa- 
tion of juſtice which weakens the authority of the 
adminiſtration, 

We have already ſhewn, that the Lord hath a 
right to determine what puniſhment ſhall be inflicted 
on his rebellious ſubjects; as indeed he alone is com- 
petent to eſtimate the deſert of every tranſgreſſor: 
and the more we inveſtigate the matter with ſeriouſy 
neſs and impartiality, the Jeſs we ſhall be diſpoſed to 
object againſt the ſolemn language of ſcripture on 
this alarming ſubject. 

If it had been poſſible for us to have reaſoned a priori 
on the event of our fituation in this world ; we ſhould 
probably have concluded, that the Lord would not 
have inflicted the ſentence of temporal death, with ſo 
many humiliating and agonizing circumſtances, on 
the whole human race, without exception: but un- 
deniable facts exclude ſuch yain reaſonings, or bold 
conjectures; and the bodies of all men return to 
their original duſt, though they are only the inflru- 
ments of unrighteouſneſs, by which the ſoul accom- 
pliſhes its ſinful purpoſes. How then can we know, 
or from what premiſes can we conclude, that the 
Lord will not inflit the penalty of final miſery upon 
the ſoul, the great agent in rebellion ? All our in- 
ferences, from what we think right, to what infinite 
wiſdom will dg, muſt be inconcluſive, if not pre- 
ſumptuous. Our reaſon, if not inſtructed by reve- 
lation, 
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lation, can iti this point afford us no certain intel- 
ligence; and confecture muſt involve terror, in 
proportion as we know God, and bur relations and 
obligations to him. His ſure teſtimony, therefore, 
ean alone give us any information, on which we 
may ſafely depend; and that invariably declares, 
that the everlaſting miſery of body and ſoul in hell 
will be the righteous e e of the wicked in 
another world. 

But vain man would de wiſe: and ſome perſons 
may perhaps imagine, that the Omnipotent God 
would have done better, had he prevented the en- 
trance of ſin, and the neceffity of puniſhment: or in 
other words, they may object to the right of God 
to permit his creatures to fin, and then to puniſh 
them for their crimes, Such inſinuations, (for men 
do not generally ſpeak out on this ſubject,) involve 
me moſt. awful blaſphemy; and the apoſtle hath 
already given them their proper anſwer; ** Nay 
« but, O man, who art thou, that replieſt againſt 
% God: ſhall the thing formed ſay to him that 
et formed it, why haſt thou made me thus?“ We 
may, however, alſo remind the objector, that the 


 wifdom of God is infinite, as well as his power. 


Omnipotence could have prevented the entrance of 
evil; or at once have annihilated it when it began 
to exiſt: but facts prove, that the Lord did not 
deem this conſiſtent with his deſigns of ordering all 
things, in ſubſerviency to the diſplay of his own 
glorious perſections: and, indeed, we may perceive, 
that an omnipotent excluſion of ſin and miſery could 


never 


„ 
never have conſiſted with the exerciſe of dominion 
over rational agents: the idea implies a denial of 
his right to govern the world; for if it be incum- 
bent on him to exert his power, in reſtraining every 
rational creature from evil, all commands, ſanc- 
tions, and accountableneſs muſt become a nullity. 
We may alſo diſcern, even in our preſent ſtate of 
comparative darkneſs, that if fin had never entered, 
the infinite holineſs of the divine nature, and the 
perfect juſtice of the divine government, could not 
have been ſo fully manifeſted, as they now are; 


whilſt the pardoning mercy and love to ſinners, 


which the Lord exhibits by the goſpel as his pecu- 
liar riches and' glory, could never have been known, 
imagined, or adored by any of his creatures. 
Much more might be adduced on this head, with 
reference to the Perſon and redemption of Chriſt : 
but it does not behove us to dwell long on ſuch a 
myſterious ſubject; for indeed all our thoughts and 
reaſonings are, as it were, ſwallowed up in it. But 
then, it is a myſtery, which equally belongs to 
every ſyſtem of religion: for it is an undeniable 
fact, that God hath permitted fin and miſery to in- 
vade the creation: he could have prevented their 
entrance, and we ſhould @ priori have concluded 
that he would. We muſt therefore allow, that this 
permiſſion of evil conſiſts with the divine perfec- 
tions; or we ſhall be forced to take refuge in athe- 
iſm; unleſs we prefer the Manichean abſurdity of 
two independent beings, one good and the other 
evil, engaged in perpetual hoſtility againſt each 
. Wo other, 
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142 1 
other. It is vain, therefore, on this ground, to ob- 
ject to revelation, or any particular doctrines con- 
tained in it; for the mind muſt be preſſed with the 
ſame difficulty, from undeniable facts, whether it 
acquieſce in the ſeripture account of this matter, 
or endeavour to obtain ſatisfaction ſome other way; 
except all ſerious regard to religion, or rational 
ideas of the one living and true God be given up, in 
order to get rid of it. But, as I apprehend; that we 
are not warranted to go a ſtep beyond the ſcripture, 
on this incomprehenſible ſubject, I ſhall digreſs no 
further; but proceed, without further delay, to ſpe- 
cify ſome of the Rights of God,” in reſpe& of 
thoſe creatures, which have ſinned, and merited 
puniſhment, whether in this world, or in the next, 
I. The Lord hath a right to execute deſerved ven- 
geance on guilty nations, or individuals, by what- 
ever means and inſtruments he ſees good. 
Having denounced the ſentence on fallen man, 
« Duſt thou art, and to duſt thou ſhalt return;” he 
executes it, through ſucceſſive generations, on per- 


ſons of every rank, age, character, and deſcription, 


by a variety of waſting and painful diſeaſes: but, 
as we are accuſtomed to this procedure, we expreſs 
little ſurpriſe; nor is it generally objected to as un- 
Juſt, becauſe it is undeniable fact, and ſecond 
cauſes are more noticed in it than the appointment 
of God- Yet infants, women, and the moſt inof- 
fenſive perſons, are thus cut off among others, with- 

out any diſcrimination ; and they frequently endure 
far ſharper and more lingering agonies, than thoſe 
which 


/ 
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which accompany moſt kinds of violent death, 
Sometimes the Lord employs famines, earthquakes, 
peſtilences, hurricanes, &c, to execute his righteous 
decree upon vaſt numbers of our apoſtate race; and 
theſe events excite more aſtoniſſiment: but men do 
not in general doubt of his right to deal thus with 
his creatures. And when nations are deſolated by 
civil conteſts, maſſacres, or cruel oppreſſions; or by 
hoſtile invaſions and deſtructive wars, in the ordi- 
nary courſe of human affairs; the wickedneſs of the 
executioners ſometimes fixes the attention of multi- 
tudes; whilſt the juſtice of God, who works by 
them, is either overlooked, or tacitly acknowledged. 

But on ohne grand occaſion, in order to ſhew his 
abhorrence of iniquity, and to diſplay the juſtice of 
his providential government, it pleaſed God to com- 
miſſion Iſrael to inflict his vengeance on the Ama- 
lekites, Canaanites, &c, by military executions 
and though he ſealed their commiſſion by moſt ſig- 
nal miracles, and took effectual care that their con- 
duct ſhould not, in any ordinary circumſtances, be 
pleaded as a precedent: yet the diſpenſation has 
been moſt vehemently exclaimed againſt; as if it 
were ſo contrary to eſſential juſtice and goodneſs, that 
no evidence could ſuffice to prove thoſe perſons to 
be ſent of God, who executed _ orders, or 
gave a ſanctlon to them : 

If, however, it conſiſt with the divine perfections, 
to terminate, with much ſuffering, the lives of men, 
women, and children indiſcriminately, by fevers, 


oh: apap famines, or earthquakes: and if many 
G2 thouſands 
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thouſands every day are put to death by one means 
or other: what injuſtice could there be in the 
Lord's commanding his people to execute a ſimilar 
ſentence on guilty nations, by the ſword of war? If 
they deſerved death, it could not be unjuſt to cut 
them off in this, or any other manner: and if it 
could be ſhewn to be an act of injuſtice to deſtroy 
them at all, the pains and fatal effects of a peſtilence 
would have been equally liable to exception. Will 
any reaſonable man dare to affirm explicitly, that 
the Lord had no right to order ſuch an execution? 
Such an affirmation would involve the moſt compli- 
cated blaſphemy againſt eyery part of God's provi- 
dential dealings with our race: yet if it be allowed 
that he had this right; it muſt follow, that he had 
alſo a right to appoint the executioners : his expreſs 
command fully authorized whatever was done in 
obedience to it; and the humanity, required in 
other caſes, would at leaſt have been as criminal in 
the Iſraelites, as it is when exerciſed in ſheltering 
a2 wilful murderer from juſtice. * 

| Had they cut off vaſt multitudes with undiſtin- 
eniing laughter, to gratify their own ambition, 
avarice, cruelty, or revenge; their conduct would 
have been moſt atrocious: or if they had imagined 
that ſuch ſacrifices would be pleaſing to God, 
though he had never required them; no man, that 
duly reverences the ſcripture, would have attempted 
to juſtify them. One of theſe muſt be the caſe with 


all, who in ſucceeding ages, and in ordinary cir- 
cumſtances, have ptetended to copy their example. 
But 
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But the ſame records, that inform us of the fact, 
contain alſo the Lord's expreſs commiſſion, ratified 
by the moſt undeniable and multiplied miracles z 
the authenticity of theſe books is evinced by the 
moſt unanſwerable arguments; and the fulfilment 
of prophecies contained in them, (eſpecially in the 
preſent ſtate of the Jews, as connected with the 
coming of Chriſt, and the eſtabliſhment of his reli- 
gion,) concurs with many other infallible argue 
ments to prove that they were penned by “ holy 
men of God, who ſpake and wrote as they were 
cc moved by the Holy Ghoſt.” Thus the conduct 
of Iſrael is fully juſtified: for He, who gave us our 
lives, which we have forfeited by ſin, has a right to 
take them away, in that manner which he ſees moſt 
conducive to the diſplay of his own glory. 

The ſhedding of human blood becomes an act of 
public juſtice, yea, a required ſacrifice to the honour 
of the divine command, when it is the bload of a 
wilful murderer: and in like manner thoſe actions, 
which would be unjuſt, cruel, and horrid, if done by 
men to gratify their own paſſions, become accepta- 
ble-and holy ſeryices, when done in obedience to 
God. For we have no right to take away the life 
of our neighbour, or in any way to injure him; even 
though he deſerves death: but God has a right to 
puniſh every tranſgreſſor; to him vengeance be- 
< Jongeth ;” he commiſſions whom he pleaſes to 
infli it: in ordinary circumſtances the civil magiſ- 
trate is the authorized . miniſter of God; a revenger 
« to-execute wrath upon evil doers:“ and he was 

pleaſed 
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pleaſed to appoint the Iſraelites to a ſimilar office, in 
reſpect of the Canaanites, with an extraordinary com- 


miſſion, ſealed and ratified by his own naman 
terpoſition in their behalf. W 5 
As, therefore, the ſheriff, that ſhould permit the 
murderer to eſcape, whoſe execution had been en- 
truſted to him, would be very criminal; nor would 
the plea of compaſſion and humanity exculpate him, 
for thus obſtructing the courſe of public juſtice, and 
violating the duty of his office: ſo the Iſraelites 
were not culpable for putting the Canaanites, &c, 
to death, without mercy; but for ſparing from ſelf- 
iſh motives thoſe whom God had devoted to deſtrue- 
tion, in diſobedience to his expreſs command. 
The objections, therefore, which have on this 
ground been made to the hiſtory of the Old Teſta- 
ment, are irrational, as well as preſumptuous. But 
the inſtances before us are too inſtructive to be diſ- 
miſſed, without making ſome practical deductions 
from them. They were doubtleſs intended to ſtand 
oh record, as an affeQing exhibition of the awful 
ſtice of Cod, and the odious nature and terrible 
Fes of ſin; and to lead men to conſider his power- 
ful indignation as the real cauſe of all the calamities, 
which fill the earth in more ordinary circumſtances, 
We ſhould à priori have thought, that the Lord 
would never give orders for ſuch terrible executions ; 
yet it is an authenticated fact that he did; and that 
he ſharply rebuked and puniſhed thoſe, who failed 
in obeying: them; as if they would pretend to be 
more merciful than He. Hence we learn that we 
* are 


[41] 
are not competent to determine, what it becomes 
Him to do; and that he will deal far more ſeverely 
with the wicked in another world, than our proud, 
ignorant, and partial reaſonings would lead us to 
ſuppoſe. And if theſe conſiderations have any in- 
fluence in warning us to flee from the wrath to 


come, in exciting us to value, and ſeek for, the ſalva- 


tion of the goſpel, and in teaching us to repent of, 


dread, hate, forſake, and watch againſt every ſin : 


we ſhall then „“ have a witneſs in ourſelves,” that 
there was abundant goodneſs and mercy connected 
with the Lord's righteous ſeverity towards the de- 
voted nations of Canaan, 


II. The Lord has a right to ſhew mercy on whom 


he will, and to leave as many as he pleaſes under 
merited condemnation; without aſſigning any reaſon 
for his conduct, Mercy to criminals, who deſerve 


vengeance, cannot be a debt which juſtice. requires 


to be paid ; but it muſt be a favour, which may ei- 
ther be conferred, or withheld, according to the 


good pleaſure of our offended Sovereign : and yetit 


muſt be aſſerted, that he is bound to pardon ſinners 
indiſcriminately, at leaſt all of certain deſerip- 
tions; and would deny them juſtice, if he did not: 
or elſe it muſt be allowed, that he has a ſovereign 


right“ to have mercy on whom he will have 
„ mercy,” and to leave all the reſt to the conſe- 


quences and puniſhment of their crimes. 
Indeed, having revealed a way in which he is 


pleaſed to pardon and bleſs finners, his declarations 


and engagements have rendered it indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary, 
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ceſſary, for the honour of his name, that he ſhould 
fave all who comply with his plan, and come accord- 
ing to his appointment. But this whole defign is 
the reſult of the richeſt love and mercy: and if it be 
found that ſome further interpoſition is abſolutely 
requiſite, previous to any inner s willingneſs to apply 
fmeerely for all the bleſſings of ſalvation,” in his pre- 
feribed way; to wait for them in the patient and ſe- 
rious uſe of all his inſtituted means; and to make cvery 
needful- ſacrifice, for the ſake of obtaining theme it will 
follow, that the Lord hath a right to interpoſe with 
his power to produce this willing mind, in ſuch in- 
ſtances as he chuſes, and to'leave others to be har- 
dened by the pride and luſts of their own hearts. 
He does not indeed make one to differ from ano- 
ther, without wiſe, righteous, and holy reaſons: but 
they may be ſuch as we'cannot diſcover, or are in- 
Eapable of comprehending: and he has a right to 
conceal them from us, if he ſees good, 

Theſe rights the Lord exerciſed, when he ſpared 
not the angels that ſinned; and when he revealed 
falvation' to fallen men. He does the ſame, when he 
ſends the goſpel to one land and not to another: 
even as he bleſſes one country with plenty, and vi- 
fits another with famine. And he aQts as a Sovereign 
alſo, when he “ quickens ſome who were dead in 
<« fin,” and leaves others enſlaved to their luſts, and 
entangled in their beloved deluſions. If any have 
firſt given to him, it ſhall be recompenſed to them: 
none will be puniſhed who do not deſerve it, or 
above * deſervings: but if all have, in different 
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degrees, merited puniſhment; and if hone can ex- 
piate his own guilt, or advance any claim to for- 
giveneſs or eternal life, as juſtly due to him; then 
ſurely the Lord has a right to beſtow them on whom 
he ſees good, to the excluſion of all others. 

We are indeed moſt graciouſly aſſured, that 
every one that aſketh, receiveth, &c:“ and as 
God is no reſpecter of perſons;“ ſo © in every 
< nation, he that feareth him, and worketh righte- 
4 ouſneſs,” (as all penitent believers do,) meets 
acceptance with him. But if men caſt off his fear, 
and work wickedneſs, as all do who are left to them- 
ſelves ; he may either triumph over their obſtinacy 
by the power of his converting grace, as he did in 
reſpe& of Saul of Tarſus; or he may give them 
over to a ſtrong deluſion, as he did others who hated 
his truth. He has a right to do this, and we have 
no right to find fault: on the other hand, we ſhould 
ſubmit to his righteouſneſs in adoring ſilence, and 
ſupplicate his mercy as our only refuge from de- 
ſerved vengeance. This is our duty and wiſdom as 
to ourſelves: and we have nothing to do with the 
caſe of others; but to reſt ſatisfied, that * the Judge 
ce of all the earth will do right;“ and when called to 
it, in meekneſs to inſtruct thoſe that oppoſe them- 
ce ſelves, if God, peradventure, will give them re- 
& pentance to the acknowledging of the truth; and 
te that they may recover themſelves out of the ſnare 
C of the devil, who are taken captive by him at His 
„ will.” (2 Tim, c. ii. v. 25, 26.) 


. III. The 


8 
III. The Lord has a right to appoint the way in 
which he will ſhew mercy, and to exclude all thoſe 
who will not apply for it accordingly. As pardon- 
ing mercy, and the bleſſings connected with it, are an 
unmerited favour, which he may confer on whom 
he pleaſes; ſo he muſt have a right to preſcribe. the 
terms on which it ſhall be granted. It is deemed 
reaſonable in the affairs of men, for the offended 
ruler to declare in what way he will receive his re- 
bellious ſubjects to favour; and if they reject his 
conditions, and inſiſt on their own terms, they are 
till conſidered as obſtinate rebels, who entertain 
hopes of prevailing in the conteſt. Moreover, when 
a prince hath ſo cruſhed his factious ſubjects, that 
he hath them entirely in his power: if he be diſ- 
poſed to ſpare them, he will deviſe to do it in that 
manner which may beſt evince the equity of his ad- 
miniſtration, ſupport his authority, honour the laws, 
and manifeſt the unreaſonableneſs of their crimes, 

and the greatneſs of his clemency. But if the cri- 
minals might prefcribe the terms of reconciliation, 
they would naturally be diſpoſed to palliate their 
guilt, avoid any great humiliation, and fecure them- 
ſelves at all events. This muſt, therefore, be inad- 
miſſible. Yet in oppoſition to all the maxims of 
juſtice and ſound policy, men reaſon, object, pro- 
pofe, and act, as if every ſinner might demand for- 
giveneſs in his own way! and as if the principal 
enquiry were, about the moſt plauſible, flattering, 
and agreeable method of ſalvation! Whereas, in 
common ſenſe, we ought to aſk. this queſtion, and 
to 
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to uſe every method of obtaining a ſatisfactory an- 
ſwer to it, What way hath our offended Sos 
„ yereign revealed, according to which he will 
„ ſhew mercy to ſinners?” and this is the more ne- 
ceſſary, as he has repeatedly declared, that there is 
no other way of being ſaved. Ocha, c. xiv. v. 6. 
Acts, c. iv. v. 12.) | . 
All the methods, which men have deviſed, of ob« 
taining acceptance with God, are calculated to ſe- 
cure the offender from ſhame and fear, to excuſe his 
crimes, to cheriſh ſelf-preference, or ſelf-compla+» 
cency, and to diminiſh his ſenſe of the hatefulneſs 
and deſert of fin; whilſt the honour of the divine 
law and juſtice, the intereſts of holineſs, and the 
peace of God's univerſal and everlaſting kingdom, 
are diſregarded, in compariſon of the gratification 
of his irregular and enormous ſelf-love. But the 
method which God hath revealed is arranged after 
another manner; and it is manifeſtly deſigned, to 
diſplay the excellent glory of his own juſtice and 
mercy, to provide for the honour of his law and go» 
vernment; and to cover the pardoned rebel with 
ſhame and confuſion, whilſt it raiſes him from the 
depths of guilt and miſery to the height of dignity 
and felicity. It is not then at all wonderful, that 
ſuch a plan ſhould fail of meeting with the cordial 
approbation of rebellious creatures, who are ex- 
tremely prone to glory in their own wiſdom, abili> 
ties, attainments, and performances, Pride and 
ambition, as well as other evil diſpoſitions, will re+ 
* thoſe aſſaults which threaten their deſtruction: 
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and a humbling holy ſalvation can never ſuit the 
taſte of a lofty carnal mind. The preaching of the 
croſs has, therefore, always been fooliſhneſs to thoſe 
that perith : and they, who now reaſon againſt, de- 
Tide, or revile it, only tread in the fteps of ancient 
ſcribes and philoſophers. But << where is the ſcribe? 
* where is the diſputer of this world? Hath not God 
5 at all times made fooliſh their boaſted wiſdom,” 
whenever it exalted itſelf againſt the knowledge 
ce of Chriſt ?*? For, after all that hath been, or can 
be objected, it will appear reaſonable to all holy 
creatures, and to all true penitents, that the Lord 
ſhould ſecure the honour of his own name and go- 
vernment, whilſt he pardons and ſaves finners; that 
he ſhould inſiſt upon it, that they ſhould plead 
guilty, ſuppreſs every vain excuſe, ſue for the bleſſing 
as an unmerited fayour, receive it -with unfeigned 
gratitude, abhor their former crimes, and thus learn 
to love fervently, and ſerve with alacrity, their re- 
conciled God and Father, This is the deſign and 
tendency of the goſpel: and all holy affections, ſpi- 
ritual worſhip, devoted zealous obedience, watchful- 
neſs, patience, meekneſs, humility, ſelf-denial, com- 
| paſſion, &c, ſpring from an intelligent and cordial 
reception of it: nor can they be produced by any 
other doctrine ; though ſome of them may be plau- 
ſibly counterfeited ; and on the other hand men _y 
hold the truth in unrighteouſneſs. 

The intervention of a mediator is very common 
in the affairs of men: and at the inſtance of ſome 
perſon, whoſe rank, character, or ſervices, entitle 
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him to regard, favour is ſhewn to thoſe, who theme 
ſelves have no claim to it. This alſo accords with 
the divinely appointed method of ſhewing mercy to 
ſinners. It is evident from facts, that men are often 
brought into difficult circumſtances, through the 
miſconduct of their progenitors, who in ſome ſenſe 
repreſent and act for them: and the only authentic 
account, that hath been given of. the manner, in 
which the human race was reduced to its preſent 
wretched condition, ſtates, that Adam was the re- 
preſentative and ſurety of his poſterity ; and that we 
all fell in and with him, as the branches with the 
tree from which they ſpring. If then a recovery 
ſhould ever be effected, it is conſonant to reaſon to 
ſuppoſe that it would be the reſult of a ſimilar ar- 
rangement; by “ a ſecond Adam,” another ap- 
pointed repreſentative, the ſurety of a new cove- 
nant. Such a Mediator, being related to us as one 
of the ſame race, and rendering honourable obedience 
to God for our benefit, might properly interpoſe in 
our behalf, that favour might be ſhewn to us for his 
ſake. But as fin hath not only forfeited our title to 
the reward of righteouſneſs, but alſo brought us un- 
der condemnation: ſo it might reaſonably be ex- 
pected, that the appointed Mediator ſhould alſo ho- 
nour the ſanction of the divine law, by ſubmitting 
voluntarily to ſuch ſufferings, as might render it 
fuitable for a God of perfect purity and juſtice to 
exempt ſinners from puniſhment, er his inter- 
ceſſion for them. 


If 
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If we ſuppoſe the conſtitution of ſuch a 


Mediator, the completion of his ſtipulated ſervices 


and fufferings, and his admiſſion to the exerciſe of 


his office: we may then enquire, who are to receive 


the benefit of his mediation? Is it reaſonable, that 
they ſhould ſhare the advantage, who reject his of- 
fered in ition, in proud ſelf-confidence or in- 
fide] ſelf-wiſdom, or through careleſſneſs, averſion to 
religion, and love of this preſent world? Who will 


venture to ſay, that ſuch perſons have any reaſon to 


expect to be ſaved by him? On the other hand, 
they who believe the teſtimony of God teſpecting 
bis appointed Mediator, and, being humbly con- 


ſcious that they need ſuch a ſalvation, apply by faith 


for an intereſt in it, may reaſonably be conſidered 
as excluſively partaking of it. Theſe alone ſtand 
related to the Mediator, as his dependents and diſ. 
ciples; faith in Him being the ſole bond of their 
union with or relation to him: therefore, they are 
juſtified and ſaved by faith alone, whilſt others, not 
ſanding, thus related to him, continue under the 
condemnation due to their fins, which is aggravated 
by neglecting ſo great ſalvation, However, whilſt 
we affirm that faith in Chriſt is the ſole recipient of 
ſalvation; we allow, that this faith is evidently diſ- 
tinguiſhable by its practical effects, from a mere aſ- 
ſent, or a preſumptuous confidence; which are not 
connected with repentance, and cannot work by 


love, purify the heart, and overcome the world; 


according to the ſcriptural declarations concerning 
that faith, which juſtifies us in the fight of God. 


But 
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- But Who is there, in earth or in heaven, that is 
able thus to interpoſe between our offended Sove- 
reign, and his rebellious ſubjects? Who can take 
their part, without ſeeming at leaſt to oppoſe his 
authority and glory? Who is competent ſo to mag- 
nify the divine law and juſtice, by his ſingle obe- 
dience and temporary ſufferings, as to counterba- 
| lance the diſhonour done them by the innumerable 
Erimes of ſo many millions of tranſgreſſors, and to 
render their exemption from deſerved eternal pu- 
niſhment,and their admiſſion to eternal felicity con- 
ducive to the glory of God? In ſhort, Who and What 
is He, whoſe Perſon and ſervices are of ſuch excel - 
lency and dignity, as to render his interpoſition in 
behalf of condemned criminals, worthy of the re- 
gard of the infinite Jehovah? All mere men are ſin- 
ners, in their diſpoſitions and actions; which muſt 
wholly diſqualify them for ſuch an interference. 
Holy angels, or other pure created intelligences, 
cannot poſſibly do more than make ſuitable returns 
of love, adoration, and grateful obedience, for bene- 
fits already received; and thus enſure, the continu- 
ance of them: compared with the Lord even they 
are as nothing: had any of them undertaken the 
finner's cauſe, they would have ſeemed to be accom- 
plices in his rebellion: nor could there be a dignity 
or worth in their ſervices, in any degree adequate to 
the high character of Mediator between God and 
bis difobedient ſubjects: whilſt a ſelf- appointed 
mediator, or one choſen by the offending party, 

| could. 
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could not have had a proper admiſſion to the exer- 
Ciſe of ſuch an office. 

If then it had been revealed, that the Moſt High 
God was willing to treat with tranſgreſſors, through 
a mediator ; and to receive them to favour, in conſi- 
deration of an obedience, connected with ſufferings, 
to be voluntarily accompliſhed by Him: ſtill no one 
could have been found intrepid and-loving enough 
to undertake, competent to ſuſtain, or authorized 
to aſſume, the arduous office; and the whole muſt 
have come to nothing, if the Lord himſelf had not 
further interpoſed. 

But it was his right to nominate the Mediator, 
and to preſcribe the terms on which he ſhould be 
admitted to that exalted ſtation: and in his infinite 
wiſdom and love he has appointed his only begotten 
Son, by whom alſo he made the worlds.“ He js 
<« the ſecond Adam, the Lord from heaven,” even 
« Jehovah our Righteouſneſs;” who voluntarily 
aſſuming our nature into perſonal union with his 
Deity, became capable of obedience and ſuffering, 
and of infinitely honouring the law and juſtice of the 
Father, by fulfilling all righteouſneſs as our Surety, 
and by offering himſelf a ſacrifice for our fins, Hav- 
ing thus finithed his mediatory humiliation, he 
aroſe a glorious conqueror over Satan, fin, and 
death: and aſcending into heaven, „to appear in 
« the preſence of God for us, he became the 
& author of eternal ſalvation to all them that obey 
« him :” But to none elſe ; for he is not a Media- 
tor in behalf of thoſe, who reject his mediation, 

| «© Without 
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„ Without controverſy, great is the myſtery of 
< podlineſs, God was manifeſt in the flcſh:” and 
the myſteries, which this ſtupendous plan implies, 
conſtitute the only ſpecious objection, which can 
be brought againſt it, on the ground of calm rea- 
ſoning and argument: (for pride and worldly luſts 

have many inſuperable objections to a ſyſtem, which 

tends to their utter deſtruction.) But why ſhould 

myſteries be thought inconſiſtent with the doQrines 


of revealed religion? when no religion can be with- 
out them, that owns an incomprehenſible God, the 


exiſtence of ſpirits, or the diſtinction of ſoul and 


body : and when even the. nature and powers of 
material ſubſtances are inexplicably myſterious ! 


The doctrine which we are conſidering cannot be 


propoſed and explained with preciſion, unleſs we ſpeak 
of diſtinct perſons in the Unity of the Godhead. For 
the Father who ſent his only begotten Son; the 
Son who was ſent, and the Holy Ghoſt who teſti. 
fies to, and glorifies the Son, muſt be in ſome re- 
ſpects diſtinct from each other: and we uſe the 
word perſons, as moſt conveniently expreſſing that 
diſtinction, and not as if it conveyed to us any ade- 
quate idea of ſo incomprehenſible a ſubject. The 
plan of redemption is of ſuch a nature, that we 
could not have known any thing of it, except by 
revelation: andithath been argued with great force, 
khat the whole deſign is ſo foreign to every concep- 
tion of the human mind, and yet fo perfectly ſuited 
to manifeſt the divine glory, in our ſalvation, that 
its very myſteriouſneſs proves it to be, (no human 
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device, but) the contrivance of the only wiſe God, 
who originally declared it to mankind: for“ Eye 
* hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither have en- 
* tered into the heart of man, the things which God 
* hath prepared for them that love him: but God 
'< hath revealed them to us by his 4 8 1 Cor. 
c. ii. v. 9—11.) 
We can, therefore, do no more than appropriate 
by faith the information which God hath given us; 
and if the ſcriptures ſpeak of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, as ſtanding in certain relations 
to each other, and ſuſtaining diſtinct parts in man's 
ſalvation; if they are repreſented as willing, and 
acting diſtinfly, though in perfect harmony; and 
if the powers, attributes, and operations aſcribed to 
each of them be peculiar to Deity, and incommu- 
nicable to a finite being, (as omnipotence, omni- 
preſence, omniſcience, &c:) then we have ſuffi- 
cient authority for aſſerting, that there are three 
Perſons in the unity of that God, into whoſe one 
Name all Chriſtians are or ought to be baptized, 
(Matt. c. xxviii. v. 19.) The oppoſers of this 
myſtery, therefore, ſhould either prove that ſuch 
things are not contained in the ſcripture, or that 
the ſcripture is not the word of God: for *till one 
of theſe be completely performed ; they only argue 
in a circle, and beg the queſtion, when they aſſert 
the doctrine to be irrational, and therefore falſe. 
Indeed we know ſo little of being in general, that 
where an evident contradiction is not implied, it. 
only proves a man's arrogance, and raſh preſump- 
tion, 
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tion, to ſay that it is impoſſible for a ſubſtance to 
have ſuch or ſuch powers and properties, becauſe 
he cannot conceive how it can poſſeſs them. What 
then muſt it be to affirm roundly, that the one liv- 
ing and true God cannot poſſibly ſubſiſt in three 
diſtinct co- equal Perſons ; (that is, that he cannot 
be three in one reſpect, and one in another :) though 
it hath often becn proved, and cannot be diſproved, 
that he hath revealed this concerning himſelf? It 
is impoſſible fully to explain, or clearly to conceive 
of ſuch myſteries; but it is very reaſonable to be- 


lieve them on the Lord's own authenticated teſti- 


mony : for though the ſubjett be out of the reach 
of our rational powers, and therefore out of their 
province; it does not thence follow, that it is 
contrary to any of their ſober and warranted deci- 
fions: as we do not mean that the Deity is tree in 
the ſame reſpect in which he is one. It does not, there 
fore, accord with ſome men's ſelf-voted applauſe for 


candour and liberality of ſentiment, to cenſure or 


ridicule, as irrational, ſuperſtitious, or enthuſiaſti- 
cal bigots, the whole remnant that in this reſpect 
adhere to the doctrine of ſcripture. 

The apoſtle allowed, that his doctrine concerning 
Chriſt, as God manifeſt inthe fleſh,” was © without 
* conrotverly a great myſtery :” nay,he gloried in it 
« as the great myſtery of Godline/s!” From a ſpiritual 
and believing apprehenſion of this fundamental 
truth, all proper diſpoſitions and affeQions, in the 
hearts of fallen men, are derived; all godlineſs 
reſults from, connects with, and centres in it: and 
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facts evince, that where it is oppoſed, explained 
away, or greatly kept out of ſight, religion gra- 
dually dwindles into a lifeleſs form, or a heartleſs 
taſk; one truth of revelation is given up after ano- 
ther; and the progreſs is often very rapid to open 
impiety, infidelity, or even atheiſm itſelf. Whereas 
vital piety, in its moſt pure, genuine, and enno- 
bling exerciſes, hath uniformly moſt flouriſhed, 
Where this doftrine hath been moſt fully preached, 
embraced and attended to. Indeed what can the 
great enemy of all good deviſe more effettual en- 
tirely to deſtroy godlineſs from among men, than 
| to ſet them againſt © the great myſtery of godli- 
* neſs?” But the church'is built on this rock; 
and neither the power and rage of perfecutors, nor 
the ſagacity of heretical teachers, will ever be able 
to ſubvert it. Yet the vigorous efforts of the gates 
of hell, in the preſent age, beyond the example of 
Ferner times, ſhould excite the friends of truth, 
to contend earneſtly for che faith, which was 
* once delivered to the ſaints.” 
A reflecting man will indeed make a pauſe, be- 
fore he embrace ſo wonderful a doctrine, as an arti- 
ele in his creed, That he, who made and upholds 
all worlds, and for whom they were all created, 
who is truly God, equal to and one with the phe 
ther, ſhould © become fleſh and dwell among us, 
in order that he might obey, ſuffer, and die in our 
nature and for our ſalvation, is ſuch 'a ſtupendous 
inſtance of condeſcenſion, compaſſion, and love, 
that we cannot attain to any adequate conception of 
it 
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it! And even the ſize of our globe, and the inſig- 
nificancy of the human race compared with the 
whole creation, will ſtartle our minds, whenever 
we deeply think on this ſubject. But when we 
conſider, that the earth was, as it were, the choſen 
theatre, on which the Lord was pleaſed to make 
himſelf known in all his harmomous perfections, 
to his rational creatures; that the whole was de- 
viſed and accompliſhed, ** to the praiſe of his 
* glory;” that the meanneſs and vileneſs of thoſe, 
on whom his mercy and grace were beſtowed, pro- 


portionably recommended them as moſt illuſtrious 


and adorable; and that all holy intelligences 
through eternal ages will admire and celebrate that 
diſplay of the divine character, which was made by 
the croſs of Emmanuel: ſuch reflections, I ſay; 
will ſatisfy the humble enquirer; and, whilft he is 
filled with aſtoniſhment at this © love of Chrift 
* which paſſeth knowledge,” he will by no means 
deem it incredible. For an adequate reaſon being 
aſſigned, why ſuch a plan ſhould be formed in the 
eternal counſels of God, even for the praiſe of 
„his own glory,” in man's ſalvation; and ſuffi- 
eient evidence being given, that it is indeed the 
word of God, who cannot lie;” his doubts and 
heſitation, like thoſe of the incredulous apoſtle, 
will vaniſh; or rather be exchanged for adoring 
wonder, joy, and gratitude ; and he will no longer 
delay to addreſs the incarnate Saviour as his Lord 
and his God.” 
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It is alſo the uniform doctrine of ſcripture; that 
* without ſhedding of blood, there is no remiſſion 
* of ſins:“ and where the Moſaic law appointed 
no ſacrifice, the tranſgreſſor was left to bear his 
own iniquity. In common language an atonement 
implies the idea of compenſation : he, who is par- 
doned, has not made atonement, though a pacifica- 
tion have taken place; but he, that hath borne the 
puniſhment due to his crimes, has atoned for them, 
though no pacification follow. In a lax way of 
ſpeaking, repentance is ſometimes ſaid to atone for 
a ſlight offence : but generally, in more important 
matters, ſome ſervice, or ſuffering, which reinſtates 
the law in its honour, 1s ſuppoſed to be required : 
ſo that the language of ſcripture, on this ſubje&, 
coincides with that of the more exact reaſoners on 
the affairs of human government. 

The inſtitution of ſacrifices repreſented the im- 
putation of guilt to the innocent, by tranſlation 
ſrom the ſinner to the devoted and ſpotleſs animal 
ſo that the latter ſuffered death, and was either 
wholly or in part conſumed on the altar by fire, the 
emblem of the divine vengeance ; whilſt the former 
eſcaped deſerved puniſhment: and every one would 
allow, that no more injuſtice was done to thoſe 
animals, which were offered for ſacrifice, than to 
ſuch as were ſlaughtered for food. But it was 
„ impoſſible that the blood of bulls and of goats 
* ſhould take away fin.” If it were enquired, for 
what reaſon it could not? no anſwer can be given 
but this; becauſe ſuch ſacrifices were no adequate 
diſplay 
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diſplay of che divine juſtice, or the deſert of ſin; 


nor could they reinſtate the law of God in its priſ- 
tine honour and dignity. The ſame reaſon is 
equally valid, againſt the ſufficiency and efficacy 
of every ſacrifice, which any mere creature could 
offer: and, therefore, the only begotten of the 
Father interpoſed and ſaid, Lo, I come, to do 
« thy will O God:“ and as his obedience unto 


death was, ſtrictly ſpeaking, of infinite value and 


efficacy; ſo it was moſt honourable for God to 
pardon and bleſs believing ſinners on the account 
of it. But how, ſay ſome perſons, can it conſiſt 


with juſtice to puniſh the innocent and holy inſtead 


of the guilty? This queſtion hath often been 
aſked, and as often ſolidly anſwered; and yet it 
is frequently alluded to, as if it contained an inſu- 
perable objection to the dottrine of redemption 
by the blood of Chriſt. Let us, however, be care- 
ful not to miſtake confidence for demonſtration ; 
and not to imagine, that the haſty concluſions of 
our partial uninformed underſtandings muſt needs 

accord with the deciſions of infinite wiſdom. 
Human ſacrifices were never appointed by the 
Lord, but were always the objects of his peculiar 
abhorrence : yet, I apprehend, this did not imply, 
that it would have been inconfiſtent with his juſ- 
tice, to order the death of any man, in any way 
that he pleaſed. But as every man deſerves death 
for his own ſins; ſo none could expiate the guilt 
of others, or properly typify the ſpotleſs Lamb of 
God: and ſince he was not pleaſed to inſtitute 
ſuch 
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ſuch oblations, it would have been a combination 


of the moſt impious preſumption with the moſt 


- atrocious murder, for men of their « own minds to 
have preſented them. 
But indeed, the life and ſoul of man are not ſo 


N much his own, to be diſpoſed of at his own plea- 


ſure, as they are the property of the Creator to be 


made ſubſervient to his will. If then any man 


could be found who had never ſinned, and he could 


be willing to devote himſelf to death and deftruc- 


tion, inorder to expiate the crimes of another, he 


would have no right to do it: and even could this 
be admitted and accepted, it would be no more 


than an adequate diſplay of the divine juſtice, in 


the ſalvation of a ſingle perſon, who had deſerved 
the final wrath of God. Nor can any reaſon be 
aſſigned, why the blood of an innocent animal could 


not take away fin, which will not alſo prove, that 
the temporal death of a mere man, even if he were 
perfectly holy, would be utterly inſufficient to ex- 
piate the guilt of a ſingle tranſgreſſor, or to reſcue 


him from eternal condemnation: much leſs then 


could it atone for the multiplied and heinous. fins 
of unnumbered millions. 

But if we admit the © great myſtery of godli 
* neſs,” we then behold a divine Perſon, dwelling 
in our nature, as his holy temple; and poſſeſſing 
fuch a right in his body and ſoul, as no other man 
could poſſibly acquire. He voluntarily aſſumed 


his humanity, in ſovereign wiſdom and love, for 


this very. purpoſe, with the concurring appoint- 


ment 
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ment of the Father, and the omnipotent operation 
of the Divine Spirit, by whom it was produced 
and preſerved perfectly holy. Having, therefore, 
honoured. the law by an obedience of more value, 
than that of all mere creatures, he magniſied its 
awful ſanction, by enduring it in his willing ſub- 
miſſion to the agonizing and ignominious death of 
the croſs. Thus the juſtice of God was infinitely 
diſplayed; and every purpoſe was completely an- 
ſwered; though he was ſubje& to no more than a 
temporal curſe to redeem us from one that would 
have been eternal: and it became honourable to 
all the divine perfections, that being riſen, and 
aſcended into heaven, he ſhould be exalted to the 
mediatorial throne, and exerciſe ſovereign autho- 
rity and almighty power, as dwelling in human 
nature, for the ſalvation of all thoſe who believe in 
Him. | | 
The law, of © loving our neighbour as ourſelves,” 
implies, that we ought willingly to bear a lefs 
ſuffering, when we can by ſo doing preſerve ano- 
ther from greater miſery, The man Chriſt Jeſus 
was under this law: and being able, through the 
union of his humanity with the Godhead, to reſ- 
cue an innumerable multitude of the human race 
from eternal puniſhment, and to bring them to eter- 
nal felicity, by enduring temporal agonies and 
death for their ſakes; it was eſſential to the per- 
fection of his obedience, that he ſhould thus ſuffer 
for their ſalvation. He was their voluntary Surety, 
who had undertaken to make payment for them; 
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and he was able to do it without impoveriſhing 
himſelf: ſo that he attained to his mediatorial 
glory, the tenen and law of God were ho- 
noured, and man's ſalvation was eſſected. ** by his 
one oblation of himſelf.“ 


What then was there in this eanſaltion.; incon- 


ſiſtent even with our ideas of juſtice? The creditor 
does not ſcruple to receive payment from the 
ſurety, when the original debtor is inſolvent : his 
voluntary engagement makes him in that caſe the 
debtor; and, provided the payment do not much 
impoveriſh him, the requiſition of it 1s not deemed 
cenſurable, even on the ground of humanity, 
Thus payment“ was exacted of our Surety, and he 
* became anſwerable. Even if a man ſhould wil- 
lingly ſubmit to a leſs loſs or ſuffering, (as a large 
fine, or tedious impriſonment,) in order to reſcue 
another from capital puniſhment ; provided the'vi- 
gour of the adminiſtration could be thus ſupported, 


it would not be deemed inconſiſtent with juſtice, 
that the innocent ſhould ſuffer inſtead of the 


guilty, for“ volenti non fit injuria. A father 
hath been known to offer ſo large a ſum, to ranſom 
the life of a ſon condemned for treaſon, that had it 
been accepted, he muſt have ſuffered exceeding 
great degradation: but the refuſal in ſuch caſes is 
not grounded on the injuſtice of the innocent wil- 
lingly ſuffering for the guilty; but on the inſufh- 
ciency of ſuch a compenſation to the Violate peace 
of the community. 

| Who 

No wrong is done to him, who ſuffers willingly, 
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Who then can deny that the Lord had a fight to 
provide 1 in this manner for the honour of his own 
name, in pardoning and ſaving his rebellious crea- 
tures: however humiliating it might be to their 
hearts, or contrary to their vain; reaſonings and 
imaginations? or that he has a right finally to ex- 
clude from his favour all thoſe, without exception, 
who perſiſt in oppoſing or rejecting his method of 
falvation? But the allowance of theſe rights of 
* God” is intimately connected with the reception 
of two dottrines, which are of principal importance 


in chriſtianity, viz, that of © a real atonement for 


* ſin, being made by the vicarious ſufferings and 
„ death of Chriſt, who is God manifeſt in the 
« fleſh;” and that of © juſtification before God by 
faith in Chriſt alone, and not by any of our own 
*« works.” Theſe are indeed neceſſary to diftin- 
guiſh living faith, from that which is dead and un- 
profitable, and for other important purpoſes; but 
they can do nothing towards the ſinner's juſtifica- 
tion: for if he be a true believer, he is already 
* ;7uſtified by faith:” and if he be an unbeliever, 
« the wrath of God abideth on him,” and none of 
his own works can avail him any thing for Juftifica- 
tion, ſo long as he continues in unbelief. | 

IV. The Lord hath a right to determine the qua- 
lifications requiſite for thoſe, who ſhall be at laſt 
received into heaven; and the manner in which 
they ſhall .** be made meet to be partakers of that 
* inheritance of the ſaints in light. The title to 


this bleſſedneſs is wholly the gift of God through 
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Jeſus Chriſt; and the meetneſs for it is an addi- 
tional bounty, by which ** are made ee 
of enjoying it. 
No employment or object can . ee white 

out we poſſeſs the capacity or appetite to which it 
is ſuited. Every animal is happy in its own ele- 
ment, and reliſhes the pleaſures ſuited to its own 
nature: but tranſpoſition produces uneaſineſs, diſ- 
treſs, and at length deſtrubtion. Some men find 
ſatisfaction in one courſe of life; others feek their 
enjoyment in a contrary purſuit: and, unleſs a 
change could be wrought in the ſtate of their 
minds, they would be rendered very uneaſy, if 
their ſituations and manners of life were reverſed. 
One man reliſhes the active ſcenes of public life, 
another loves retirement: ſome delight in learn- 
ing, others in diſſipated or ſenfual pleaſures: many 
have a taſte for and are gratifled with muſic, poetry, 
painting, ſculpture, &c; whilſt others diſregard 
fuch ingenious elegances, and are much pleafed 
with plans of improvement in agriculture, mecha- 
nics, c. This diverſity of taſtes; theſe varied 
capacities of finding ſatisfaction in purſuits, which 
are inſipid and irkſome to others, ariſe from the 
different ſtate of men's minds, by nature, or through 
education and habit : and he, who entirely wants 
that peculiar turn of mind, which pertains to any 
employment or purſuit, is wholly excluded from 
the pleaſure, Which other men take in it: he can 
have no communion with them, but i 18 werde out 
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of his element, and a troubleſome intruder, when he 
attempts to aſſociate with them, 

That regulation of the mental faculties, which 
the ſcripture calls holineſs, is preciſely the ſame to 
the ſoul, which health is to the body; and without 
it there can be no /pþiritual enjoyment. Averſion 
to God and the exerciſes of religious worſhip, 
pride, ambition, envy, hatred, avarice, ſenſuality, 
&c, are diſeafes of the ſoul, which produce uneaſi- 
nels, and tend to entire miſery. But the capacity 
of perceiving and delighting in the conſummate 
glory and beauty of the divine character, and a diſ- 
polition ſupremely to love, admire, and adore the 
excellency of God, as manifeſted in his works; a 
will ſubmitted in ſweet acquieſcence to his pre- 
cepts and providential appointments; united with 
humility, gratitude, ſimple dependence, holy zeal, 
expanſive love of our brethren and neighbours, 
juſtice, purity, temperance, truth, meekneſs, &c, 
conſtitute a healthful Rate of mind. As far as 
theſe prevail we enjoy heaven; and when contrary 
principles have the aſcendancy, we experience a 
miſery, in a degree reſembling that of hell. 

The joys of heaven are, (rationally as well as 


ſcripturally,) ſuppoſed to conſiſt in the manifeſted ' 


_ preſence, and complete enjoyment of God: but as 
he is infinitely holy, what happineſs could the 
beatific viſion afford to the ſenſual, the diſſipated, 
the covetous, the ambitious, or the profane ? Un- 
leſs we are previoully made meet for theſe pure and 
3 pleaſures; the ſociety, the objects, the 
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employments, and the adorations, which conſtitute 
the happineſs of the ſaints in light, would be wholly 
incongruous to us: we ſhould be out of our ele- 
ment in the holy reſidence of God: every thing 
would weary, diſguſt, or diſtreſs us: even the hap- 
pineſs enjoyed by others would excite our envy and 
malignant paſſions: our diſſatisfied minds would 
be tempted to wiſh the interruption or deſtruction 
of thoſe joys, which we could not mare: finding 
this impoſlible, our torture would be increaſed, and 
we ſhould wiſh to retire from a ſcene which ſo diſ- 
quieted us; nor would rebellion and blaſphemous 
thoughts of God himſelf fail to ariſe in our diſap- 
pointed hearts. So that admiſſion into heaven 
(were that poſſible,) could not preſerve unholy 
creatures from poſitive miſery. 

It ſhould alſo be obſerved, that the holineſs and 
NES of pardoned ſinners muſt have an inti- 
mate connexion with the remembrance of their for- 


mer ſtate and character, and the manner of their 


deliverance. Deep humiliation, ardent gratitude, 
for ſuch unmerited mercy, and an eſpecial regard 
to the condeſcending compaſſion of their great Re- 
deemer, who ſhed his blood for their ſalvation, 
muſt be eſſential to that holineſs to which they are 
recovered: and it is impoſſible, but that they ſhould 
have a whole ſyſtem of feelings, (ſo to ſpeak,) pe- 
culiar to themſelves, in which creatures that never 
ſinned cannot have any communion with them. 
The objects of their ſpecial contemplation, the to- 
pics on which they will delight to expatiate, and 
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the ſources of their love, joy, gratitude, and adora- 
tion muſt differ from thoſe of ſuch rational agents, 
as never were in their ſituation, and ſo did not 
want a ſimilar deliverance: even as a condemned 
traitor, who being penitent has received pardon and 
great preferment, muſt have other ſenſations and 
cauſe for gratitude, than thoſe courtiers have whoſe 
loyalty has never been interrupted. 

The ſcriptural repreſentations, therefore, of the 
heaven into which pardoned ſinners are admitted, 
peculiarly relate to their continual aſcriptions of 
praiſe to God, and to the Lamb that was ſlain, and 
who redeemed them with his blood : as it might 
rationally have been ſuppoſed that they would, If 
then, it were poſſible for a ſinner to be recovered 
to the favour of God, and to angelic holineſs, with- 
out deep ſelf-abaſement for ſin, gratitude for re- 
demption, and a ſtrong attachment to the Perſon, 
honour, and cauſe of the Redeemer : he could not 
join the ſongs of the ſaints in light, aſſiſt in their 
adorations, or participate their peculiar joys. Nay, 
he muſt either ſhun or be excluded from the ſociety 
of angels, if he did not judge, the Lamb that was 
* ſlain,” to be worthy of all poſſible honour, wor- 
ſhip, power, and love from every creature in the 
whole univerſe, 

It is indeed impoſſible, that a ſinner can be made 
holy, without being brought into that frame of 
mind which hath been deſcribed, as the indiſpen- 
ſable qualification for heaven; a wedding garment, 
the want of which will enſure any man's excluſion, 
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when the King ſhall come to ſee the gueſts: But 
if this could not be ſo undeniably proved, the Lord 
would nevertheleſs have full right to determine, 
that without this judgment, theſe affettions, and 
this capacity for the work and worſhip of heaven, 
no man ſhould find admiſſion thither; and to de- 
cree irreverſibly, that unleſs a meaſure of this holy 
ſtate of mind be obtained on earth, the finner's 
excluſion ſhall be final and eternal; ' that the 
** wicked ſhall be driven away in his wickedneſs,” 
and “ that his end is, that he ſhall be deſtroyed for 
** ever,” 

He hath alſo a ſovereign right to appoint the 
manner, in which ſinners ſhall be made partakers 
of theſe qualifications. This part of our ſubje& 
compriſes the doctrine of regeneration and ſanctifi- 
cation by the Holy Spirit, which evidently conſti- 
tutes a grand peculiarity, and an eſſential part of 
revelation: nor can any man conſiſtently allow the 
divine authority of the ſcriptures, and interpret 
them ſoberly, according to the common rules of 
language, without being conſtrained to own the 
neceſſity of a divine influence from the Spirit of 
God, to communicate ſpiritual life to thoſe who 
were dead in fin, and utterly incapable of reliſh- 
ing the holy pleaſures of communion with God, 
and other exerciſes of pure religion; and to reco- 
ver the ſoul to the divine image, by a gradual tranſ- 
formation and renovation; and that without ſuch 
à a ſupernatural change, no ſinner can be ſaved. 
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This doctrine is commonly derided and vilified 
as irrational and enthuſiaſtic; without any diſcrimi- 
nation of the different ways, in which it hath been 
ſtated. Yet, if indeed the Lord be perfectly holy, 
and the ſociety, employment, and joys of heaven be 
alſo holy; and if it be allowed, (what a man muſt 
be hardy to deny, ſince facts demonſtrate it,) that we 
are naturally carnal, and have no reliſh for ſpiri- 
tual excellency or ſpiritual. pleaſures :, then the 
doctrine will be ſeen to have as firm a ground in 
reaſon as in ſcripture. Such an entire internal 
change muſt take place, or men can never delight 
in God, or be happy in heaven. A divine Agent 

muſt produce a renovation, to which all other power 
is evidently inadequate, and which is energetically 
repreſented in ſcripture, under the metaphors of a 
new birth, a new. creation, and a e e 
the death of ſin unto newneſs of life. | 

Indeed facts evince, that they, who * this = 
pointed method of ſanctification, uniformly continue 
enſlaved to ſome ſinful paſſion, and entire ſtrangers to 
that ſpirituality,which capacitates the ſoul to delight 
inſuchſervices on earth, as correſpond in ſome mea- 
ſure with the work and worſhip of heaven. And 
ſurely the Lord hath a right to leave thoſe under 
the power of their proud and carnal nature, who 
reject, and refuſe to depend on, the promiſed influ- 
ences of the Divine Spirit, to renew their ſouls to 
the image of God in righteouſneſs and true holineſs! 
He cannot be under any obligation to exert his om- 
nipotence to reſcue from fin and miſery, ſuch per- 
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fons, as deny the poſſibility, 'or reality of ſuch a 
change, or who deride, deſpiſe, and revile it. If 
men think that they can make themſelves holy, they 
are allowed to try what they can do: but if they 
perſiſt in the vain attempt, or reſt ſatisfied without 
an internal renovation; the Lord may juſtly leave 
them * to be filthy ftill,” and exclude them as . 
luted from his holy inheritancteQ. 
Moreover, the Lord has a right to give the Holy 
Spirit, in what way he ſees good: and he hath pro- 
miſed this ineftimable bleſſing, through the medias 
tion of his Son, as the purchaſe of his atonement, 
and the fruit of his interceſſion, to be. fought by 
faith in his Name. But many ſeem to detach the 
work of the Spirit from redemption by the blood 
of Chriſt ; and to forget that his principal office is to 
glorify the Saviour, in the finner's heart, and in 
the church. Now, if men will ſeek the gift of God, 
not in the way of his appointing, but in one of 
their own deviſing ; he has a right to withhold. it 
from them: even though the conſequence be, that 
they are left to miſtake impreſſions, feelings, change 
of opinions, convictions, or high affections of a mere 
ſelfiſh kind, for a new creation unto holineſs. Nor 
can their deluſions be any impeachment of his juſ- 
tice, truth, and goodneſs. lay 

Divine influences are abſolutely needfu] to a 
2 reaſonable creature from carnal to ſpiritual: and 
the nature of them will beſt appear, by -conſider- 


ing their effects; as they lead men to take pleaſure 


n part of God's 2 and ſervice, to hate, 
A repent 
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repent of, and forſake, all ſin, to receive Chriſt as 
their Prophet, Prieſt, and King, and to produce 
the fruits of righteouſneſs, from evangelical mo- 
tives, in every part of their conduct; uprightly 
and without reſerve, though not perfectly. Theſe 
are © the fruits of the Spirit:“ and it is not at all 
neceſſary that we ſhould be able to anſwer queſtions, 
or ſolve difficulties, concerning the modus operand, 
or the manner in which the divine agent produces 
this new creation: for we ſcarce know any thing 
of the manner, in which the proceſs of nature in 
vegetation, and the communication of natural life, 
is conducted, in the ordinary courſe of things. It 
is more important for us to know, that if we would 
poſſeſs a ſpiritual judgment, with holy diſpoſi - 
tions and affections, and perform any acceptable 
ſervice to God; we muſt depend on the Holy Spi- 

rit, to illuminate, renovate, ſtrengthen, help, and 
comfort us; we muſt ſeek this bleſſing by faith in 
Chriſt, uſing all appointed means, and avoiding im- 
pediments and hindrances ; and we muſt be willing 
to give him the whole glory of © working in us to 
vill and to do, according to his pleaſure.” This 
may ſuffice for every practical purpoſe; and we 
ſhould thus ſeek our meetneſs for heaven, as well as 
our title to it, by faith in the Lord Jeſus, NE: * 
meritorious interceſſion for ſinners. 

V. The Lord has a right to appoint the means 
a grace, in attending on which ſinners ſhall re- 
ceive from him the bleſſings of ſalvation, and ren- 
der to him the tribute of honour and gratitude, 


L2 which 
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is due to him for them. This ſubje& coincides in 
good meaſure with a topic inſiſted on in the former 
part of this treatiſe“. Yet the ſinner's approach 
to, and acceptable worſhip of, God; his applica- 
tion for the ſupply of all his wants from the Savi- 
our's fulneſs; and the glory aſcribed by him to the 
God of all grace, even the God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, form a conſideration diſtin 
from that of the ſervices required of holy creatures. 
The appointments before conſidered are ſtill obli- 
gatory : but the redeemed muſt attend'on them in 


| ſome reſpects after a different manner, and for other 


oſes; whilſt there are others, peculiar to the 
religion of a ſinner. The ordinances of the New 
Teſtament ſuit the ends propoſed by them: and 
whilſt they aſcribe glory to God our Saviour, and 
honour all his perfections and wonderful works; 
they are calculated to illuminate the mind, to affect 
and meliorate the heart, and to form that ſpiritual 
judgment and diſpoſition, which ere been proved 
eſſential to true religion. | 
This might be diſtinctly ſhewn to be the tendency 
of daily and diligent ſearching the ſcriptures ; in hum- 
ble dependence on the teaching of the-Spirit of 
Truth,” to enable us to underſtand, believe, love and 
obey them: of prayer, ſecret, ſocial, and public, 
united with humble confeſſions, adoring praiſes and 
thankſgivings, and affeftionate ſupplications for our 
brethren and neighbours: of meditation on the crofs 
of Chriſt, the attributes and works of God, death, 
TOS, and theeternal world: of the communion 
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chat believers maintain with each other, in edifying 
converſation, and acts of worſhip: of baptiſm, (the 
initiatory ordinance of chriſtianity,) in the one 
name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt, with water, (the univerſal purifier,) as the 
outward ſign of the waſhing away of ſin; and as the 
profeſſion of our reliance on the Father's mercy, 
through the Redemption of the Son, and by the 
ſanctification of the Spirit; our devotedneſs to the 
ſervice of the triune God our Saviour; and an earneſt 
deſire that our children alſo may ſhare the bleſſings, 
and ſuſtain the character of chriſtians: And finally, 
of the Lord's Supper, where we unite in confeſſing 
our loſt eſtate as ſinners, in avowing our belief of 
goſpel truth, our obligations to him who ranſomed 
our ſouls with his blood, and our purpoſe of yield- 
ing ourſelves to his ſervice, and joining ourſelves 
to him and his people, to walk with them in peace 
and holineſs. All theſe inſtitutions, if properly 
and ſeriouſly attended on, are admirably ſuited to 
produce the intended effects, and to ſubſerve the 
manifeſtation of the divine glory and the ſalvation 
of our ſouls. 
But if this were leſs evident, the Lord would never- 
theleſs have an undeniable right to appoint for us 
the means of grace; and it would be our bounden 
duty to approach him by them. Nor can we reaſon- 
ably queſtion his right to withhold his grace and fal- 
vation from all thoſe, who negle& theſe means: 
whether they ſubſtitute human inventions in their 
Read; or, confiding in their ſuperior talents, con- 
clude 
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chude that ſuch helps are not neceſſary for them ;5 or 
negle& all godlineſs, ſuppoſing moral decency of 
conduct to be ſufficient; or wanevex clic: my 
the pretence of their diſobedience. - 

When this matter {hall be fully 1 It 
will be found that all thoſe who have come {ſhort 
of ſalvation, in places favoured with the light of 
revelation; in one way or other neglected the due 
attendance on inſtituted means: and that the Lord 


left them, in his righteous ſovereignty, under the 


influence of pride, ſloth, and ungodlineſs, to the 
fatal conſequences of their own perverſe choice. 
Among the appointed means of rendering ſin- 
ners wiſe unto ſalvation, the public preaching of 


the goſpel has a peculiar pre- eminence; for faith 


* comes. by hearing. The world has indeed at all 
times treated it with contempt, as © the fooliſhneſs 
* of preaching:” yet every age has experienced 


it to be the power of God unto ſalvation, becauſe 


* it pleaſes Him by it to fave them that believe: 


and the prevalence of genuine piety has, at all times 


and in all places, borne Proportion to the degree, 
in which the whole doctrine of Chriſt, our Prophet, 

Prieſt, and King, (in reſpect of his Perſon, atone- 
ment, mediation, grace, love, authority, and faith- 
fulneſs; with his truths, invitations, promiſes, 
warnings, precepts and counſels;) has thus been 
made known to mankind: or in the emphatical 
words of the apoſtle, to the degree in which, Chriſt 
<« hath been ſet forth as evidently crucified among 
„them. The power of God is engaged to give ef- 


ficacy 
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ficacy to this kind of preaching: but all ocher doc: 
trines are leſt to their native energy, whether that be 
more or leſs. The ſuitableneſs of the inſtitution 
might be ſhewn; but it ſuffices. to ſay, that Gd 
hath preſcribed it. His right to do this cannot be 
diſputed; and our wiſdom and duty conſiſt in ſub- 
mitting to his authority. The miniſter, therefore, 
is required to preach the goſpel of ſalvation faithfully 
and zealouſly, to the utmoſt of his ability and op- 
portunity : and others ought to promote the preach- 
ing of it, as far as they have it in their power; and 
to attend on it ſtatedly and occaſionally; on che 
Lord's day, and at other times, when no real hin- 
drance prevents, and when other duties do not in 
terfere. 

The Lord has alſo a right to — the bleſſing 
to thoſe, who honour his appointed medium of 
communication; and to exclude all ſuch as de- 
ſpiſe and neglect it. Some perſons, (perhaps over- 
rating their own abilities or attainments,) deem it 
beneath them to attend on preachers, who are con- 
ſidered as incompetent to give them inſtruftion; or 
they think reading and ſtudy better calculated to 
anſwer. the deſign. Others prefer thoſe teachers, 
who deliver moral eſſays, or diſcuſs philoſophical 
queſtions, to ſuch as preach of regeneration and 
redemption, with the diſtinguiſhing nature and ef- 
lebts of them. Others ſpeak and act, as if joining 
in forms of devotion were the fole end of allem- 
bling publicly for religious purpoſes: and they con- 
ſider the public preaching of the doctrine of Chriſt 
A tO 
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to be nearly, or wholly ſuperfluous. But if the 
profeſſed miniſter of God, neglect this grand means 
of ſaving ſinners, he will be liakle to condemnation 
for diſobeying orders, and his other ſervices will 
be generally uſeleſs and often miſchievous. They, 
in every ſtation, who would do good to mankind 
by rendering them more ſober, righteoys, and godly ; 
and yet do not conſider the preaching of the goſpel 
as the grand means of effecting their purpoſe, need 
not wonder to find that their endeavours are not 
crowned with much ſucceſs: and the man who 
would ſeek” the edification of his own ſoul, or who 
defires that his children ſhould fear and ſerve the 
Lord; and yet neglefts to attend on the preaching 
of the goſpel when he has opportunity, or to bring 
them with him, has no reaſon to expect a bleſſing; 
beciuſe he ſets up his own will and wiſdom, in 
oppoſition to the authority and appointment of God. 
No doubt other means are often bleſſed for all 
theſe purpoſes ; and the doftrine of ſalvation is diſ- 
ſeminated by 'the reading of the ſcriptures, and 
other good books, by letters, converſation, &c: 
but theſe are principally uſeful, in firſt exciting 
men's attention to divine things, when the preach- 
ing of the goſpel, in its genuine purity, is not 
vouchſafed ; not where it is proudly, contemptu- 
ouſly, indolently, or timidly neglected: for that con- 
ſtitutes a direct refuſal to recognize the Lord's 
right to appoint his own means; after the exam- 
ple of Cain, who may be ſuppoſed to have preferred 


his own devices to God's expreſs inſtitutions. 
VI. Con- 


[ 811 

VI. Connected with this, we may obſerve, that 
the Lord has a right to nominate his own ambaſſa- 
dors, or meſſengers to mankind: as well as his vice- 
gerents in the government of the world. The lat- 
ter are the miniſters of his providence ; the former 
the miniſters of his word, and thę ſtewards of his 
myſteries: Thus far there is a coincidence: but 
one remarkable difference muſt be noticed. Every 
man who is eſtabliſhed in authority is, for the time, 
the Lord's vicegerent. The powers that be are 
* ordained of God;” and we are not cautioned in 
ſcripture againſt corrupt rulers, or required or even 
allowed to diſregard them. But we are inſtructed by 
the ſame word, not to look on every man, who has 
an outward appointment to the miniſtry, * as the 
+ meſſenger of the Lord of hoſts : on the contrary 
we are directed to diſtinguiſh between true and 
e falſe teachers; and to beware of falſe prophets— 
* for by their fruits we may know them.” It ſhould 
therefore, be firſt ſeriouſly and candidly enquired, 
whether the perſon in queſtion be indeed the 
Lord's ambaſſador to his ſinful creatures? or whether 
his diſpoſition, conduct and doctrine warrant a 
perſuaſion, that he 1s a ſervant of Chriſt, employed 
in teaching men the way of ſalvation? When this is 
determined; we ſhall perceive that the Lord's right 
to appoint his own meſſengers implies many eſſential 
duties, obligatory upon all men: “for he that re- 

« ceiveth whomſoever he ſends receiveth him.“ 
There have been times, in which nominal miniſ- 
ters of religion, without proper diſcrimination of 
M character, 
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character, were ſuperſtitiouſly venerated, and la- 
viſhly provided for; and too great cauſe has been 
given for exclamations againſt prieſtcraft, and ſpi- 
ritual encroachments or uſurpations: nor can it be 
ſaid, that at preſent, the funds, which have long 
been appropriated to the ſupport of the clergy, are 
unexceptionably applied. But ſuperſtition ſeems 
on every fide to give place to impiety and infidelity; 

all miniſters are conſidered by numbers as uſeleſs or 
miſchievous; no diſcrimination is made between 
the exemplary paſtor, who labours in the word and 
doctrine, and men of a contrary deſcription; no 
medium ſeems to be thought of, between ſuperſti- 
tious veneration and profane contempt ; and there 
is ground to apprehend, that it will, ere long, be 
the prevailing idea, that miniſters of all kinds, ſen- 
timents, and characters, ſhould be caſhiered, left to 


indigence, or driven to ſecular employments: the 


conſequences of which would be, a gradual, and * 
1 tardy, deſtruction of all religion. 

It is, therefore, proper to enter a proteſt againſt 
this flagrant violation of the rights of God; as well 


zs to call men ſeriouſly to reflect on the conſequences 
of ſuch a meaſure: and it may ſuffice to propoſe a 


few queſtions on the ſubject. Has not the great 
Proprietor of the earth a right to preſeribe what 
rules he pleaſes, in reſpect of the uſe, that he 
would have made of that proportion, which he allots 
to nations or individuals? Is it not reaſonable, that 
we ſhould honour Him with our ſubſtance; and, 
that we ſhould conſecrate a portion of it to his 

immediate 
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immediate ſervice, in any way he ſees good to ap- 
point? Can his worſhip be conducted, or can per- 
ſons be qualified to lead the devotions of others, of 
inſtruct them in his truths and will, and be employed 
in this manner, without a conſiderable expence ? 
HFath he not a right to demand a proportion of men's 
property for this purpoſe, as well as to pay tribute 
to ſupport the expences of civil government; as both 
are his ordinances, for the benefit of mankind? Does 
not the whole ſcripture require this from the pro- 
felled people of God? And is not the title of mi- 
niſters to a decent ſubſiſtence inſeparable from the 
divine authority of revelation, and confirmed by 


— 


every external, and internal argument adduced in 
fupport of it? Would not then, depriving them of 
their maintenance by a national act amount to 4 
national renunciation of chriſtianity, and apoſtacy 
from God and religion? And finally, do not all 
thoſe, who want, (not to regulate or alter the me- 
thod of their maintenance, or to proportion it in 
another manner, but) to get rid of the expence of it 
altogether, evidently ſhew their averſion to religion, 
their contempt of God, and their idolatrous love of 
the world, and the things of the world? (Mal. c, iii. 
v. 8—10.) | 
But whilſt ſuch queſtions may very properly be 
propoſed, in the preſent ſtate of human affairs: yet 
the friends of religion need be under no alarm on 
this account. The promiſes, which ſecure the 
church againſt the aſſaults of every enemy, enſure 
alſo a ſucceſſion of faithful witneſſes: and the Lord 
M 2 will 
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will moſt certainly provide for them, and alſo teach 
them to be well ſatisfied with their ſcanty ſubſiſt- 
ence: whilſt the intereſts of the covetous, the ambi- 
tious, the ignorant, or profligate clergy of any de- 
nomination, are comparatively of little conſequence. 

We have allowed, that men ſhould judge who 
are, and who are not, the Lord's ambaſſadors or 
Rewards: but it muſt be added, that the determina» 
tion muſt be made, by the rules of his word, and 
not by the maxims of a vain world. We have 
<« this-treaſure in earthen veſſels, that the excellency 
<« of the power may be of God, and not of us.” 
Many are ſent and owned of Him for great uſeful- 
neſs, who appear very deſpicable to the ſelf-confident 
and carnally minded. Perhaps they are deficient in 
learning or other admired accompliſhments; they 


are not diſtinguiſhed by ſuperior abilities; they have 


manifold infirmities; or the rank in life; whence 
they were called, was low and obſcure: and on ſuch 
grounds they are ſlighted, as well as for the fubject 
of their preaching. But the Lord ſees good to em- 


ploy ſuch ſervants in his work, “ that no fleſh 


«ſhould glory in hispreſence,”*(1Cor. c. i. v.29—31;) 
and to ſhew that their doctrine is made effectual, 
not by the excellency of man's ſpeech, but by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. He has a right to ap- 
point whom he pleaſes to his work; and they who 
deride, oppoſe, or neglect them on that account, ex- 
clude themſelves from the bleſſing, which more 
humble and teachable perſons appropriate. 
The miniſters of God may in very many things 
be 
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be inferior to their auditors; but they muſt magnify 
their office: they are merely a voice, and the Lord 
is the ſpeaker, as far as they declare his truths: and 
he can ſpeak by whom he will, or edify the wiſeſt 
and moſt learned of the human race, by the words of 
the meaneſt of all thoſe, who ever ſpoke in his 
name. But let theſe hints ſuffice on a topic, which 
may be deemed improper to be inſiſted on, by one 
who is himſelf employed as a miniſter : the apoſtle 
Paul has, however, repeatedly diſcuſſed the ſubject; 
and to his epiſtles I refer the reader for the particu- 
lars of thoſe duties, which are owing to the Lord's 
ambaſladors, and of the guilt and danger that are 
incurred by neglecting them. 

VII. The Lord has a right to order all things in 
his providence, for the benefit of his believing peo- 
ple; even when this is connected with multiplied 
calamities upon, or the tremendous deſtruction of, 
his enemies, how numerous ſoever they may be. It 
will hardly be diſputed by a reaſonable man, that 
God may juſtly prefer the happineſs of ſuch as love 

and obey him, to that of thoſe who rebel againſt, 
and blaſpheme him: and if, in his abundant mercy, 
he reconciles a number of rebels to himſelf, through 
the goſpel of his Son; ſo that they become his 
friends and worſhippers, whilſt others perſiſt in their 
enmity; he may juſtly arrange every providential 
event in ſubſerviency to the good of the former, 
without any equal or comparable regard to the wel- 
fare of the latter. But if they are at length brought 
to repentance, and faith in Chriſt, they too ſhall 
nt have 


[ 86 J 
have peace — and their non among his 
friends. 

This is evidently the doctrine of revelation ; * all 
things, ſays: the apoſtle, are for your ſakes;“ 
«all things are your's, for ye are Chriſt's:“ and 
the covenant of grace ſecures theſe bleſſings to be- 
lievers by an irrevocable engagement. Many 
things, relative to this doctrine, have been ſtrenu- 
ouſly oppoſed, and thought liable to inſuperable 
objections; perhaps, in a degree from inattention to 
the ſubje&, or from viewing it through a falſe me- 
dium: for the charager and behaviour of the per- 
ſons concerned are inſeparable from their privileges; 
if they act inconſiſtent with their profeſſion, they 
proportionably want evidence, that they are inte- 
reſted in theſe promiſes; and none who commit ha- 
bitual and allowed ſin, and die impenitent, will be 
found among this favoured company, whatever their 
ereed or confidence may have been. 

But I do not mean to diſcuſs ſo controverted a 
ſubject, in this place. It is manifeſt that all the 
angels are miniſtering ſpirits unto Chriſt, for the 
benefit of his true diſciples: that he is Head over all 
things, as their Protector and Friend; that the riſe 
and fall of empires, and other grand events which 
occur in providence, as well as more ordinary diſ- 
penſations, are regulated as beſt conduces to their 
advantage; that life and death, things preſent and 
things to come, are their's; that Jeſus, their Bro- 
ther and Friend, hath the keys of the grave, and of 
3 world; and that perſecutions, tribula- 
N tions, 
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tions, and temptations work together for their good. 
Thus all the circumſtances of their continuance 
here, and removal hence, are ordered, by infi- 
nite wiſdom, in entire love to their ſouls; the earth 
ſhall remain, till the whole company of the re- 
deemed be gathered in, and made meet for heaven; 
and the reſurrection of the dead, and the day of 
judgment with its important and eternal conſe- 
quences, will ſubſerve their final and complete felicity. 

As this is the undeniable right, and determined 
purpoſe of God ; we ought to be filent before him, 
not daring to object to any of his dealings: we 
ſhould ſubmit to his righteouſneſs and deprecate his 
diſpleaſure; and in preference to all other intereſts 
or diſtinctions, we ſhould deſire and ſeek admiſſion 
into the company of his people; and then patiently 
endure trials, waiting the Lord's time of deliverance, 
in entire reliance on his wiſdom, truth, and love; 
and in confident expectation of deriving important 
advantage from all thoſe events, that now _ 
or diſtreſs us, 

Many other particulars might be adduced, a 
ſhewn to be the unalienable Rights of God. He 
allots to every man his term of probation, and pre- 
paration for a future judgment; and the meaſure 
of his religious advantages and opportunities: he 
determines the degree, in which he will bear with a 
ſinner's provocations, before he gives him up to judi- 
cial hardneſs of heart, or cuts bim off by death: he 
diſtributes to every one his meaſure of talents, trials, 
and comforts, and appoints the ſituation, rank, and 
work of every individual, in the church, and the 

commu» 
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community ; and he will diſpenſe rewards and pu- 
niſhments at the laſt, as he ſees good, and without 
admitting of any appeal from his ſovereign award. 
Each of theſe might have been made the ſubject of a 
diſtin& ſection; and the ſame train of reaſoning, 
concerning the Rights of God and our duties, 
would have been applicable and concluſive. 

Indeed the ſubje& is almoſt inexhauſtible: and 
the ſelection, which hath been made as a ſpecimen, 
was principally ſuggeſted by the conſideration of 
the ſtate of ſociety in the preſent age, and the pe- 
culiar methods adopted in oppoſing» the doctrines 
and precepts of revealed religion; and in treating 
with indignant contempt whatever the Lord hath 
determined to honour, in his word, or by his pro- 
vidence, EE | 

But a ſerious and attentive mind is the grand 
requiſite for making a rightjudgment in ſubjects of 
this nature: and if any perſon ſhould caſt his eye 
over theſe pages, with a diſpoſition to turn them 
into ridicule; to ſeek objections to the mode of rea- 
ſoning employed in them, through averſion to the 
inferences deduced from it; to give them a curſory 
peruſal, as little intereſted in ſuch diſcuſſions, or 
"merely to gratify his curioſity, by examining what 
could be propoſed to the public-with ſuch a title: I 
cannot entertain any ſanguine expectations, that 
he will derive benefit from the work, nor could 
this have been reaſonably hoped, even if it had 
been executed. in a manner more worthy of the 
cauſe that is pleaded in it, On the other hand, the 
candid, diligent, humble, and obedient. enquirer 
e after 
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uſter truth, may probably derive from it ſome aſſiſt · 
ance in this intereſting purſuit, whilſt the expe- 
rienced chriſtian will perceive, that the principles, 
on which we proceed, are applicable to a vaſt va- 
riety of particulars in his own concerns; and that 
the Lord hath a right to lay thoſe burdens on him, 
to take thoſe comforts from him, and to require 
thoſe ſelf-denying ſervices at his Hands, which have 
moſt tempted him to deſpair, repine, or turn aſide 
from the path of ſubmiſſive obedience: and that he 
ought on ſuch oceaſions to recognize the Rights of 


humble himſelf under his mighty hand, and to ſay 
tit is the Lord, let him do what ſeemeth him good.“ 
It is manifeſt from what hath been ſtated, that the 
Rights of God are very little regarded, either in the 
 *aſonings or actions of men; nay that they are, 
in general, moſt ſhamefully negle&ed, queſtioned, 
or oppoſed: no man can deny this, without di- 
rectly patronizing ingratitude, , rebellion, and im- 
piety; or avowing himſelf an atheiſt, or ſuch a 
ſceptic as excludes the God, he- pretends to ac- 
knowledge, from all concern in the affairs of the 
univerſe. This again demonſtrates. that the ſtate 
of the world is exactly what the Bible repreſents it 
tobe; and that men want juſt ſuch a remedy, as is 
therein revealed. So that the principles and reaſon- 
ingsof infidels, (as well as the irreligion and wicked- 
neſs of mankind in general,) abundantly confirm 
the truth, ſuitableneſs, and value of that revelation, 
which they deſpiſe and oppoſe. 
The ſerious reader will alſo perceive, that if all 
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perſons paid a due regard to the Rights of God, in 
every part of their conduct; it would conduce far 
more to ttue liberty, peace, and happineſs, than all 
other means united can do: that no conteſts about 
the rights of men, or forms of government &e, in 
what manner ſoever they may be adjuſted, or ter- 
minate, will do any thing effectual to meliorate the 
condition of mankind in general, till the Rights of 


God be more attended to; till his goſpel be em- 


braced, his ordinances frequented, his command- 
ments obeyed, bis example imitated, his favour ſu- 
premely valued, his providence ſubmitted to and de- 
pended on, and his glory made the great object in 
their habitual conduct, by governors and ſubjects, 
and by men of every rank and deſcription in ſociety, 
This, and this alone, would terminate wars, maſſa- 
cres, oppreſſion, ſlavery, faction, fraud, violence, 
licentiouſneſs, and all the other crimes and miſ- 
chiefs, which fill the earth with confuſion and mi- 
ſery. So that it will at laſt be known, that thoſe 
perſons are in reality, the beſt friends of mankind, 
(though they do not here expect to be thought ſo,) 
who are moſt careful to render to the Lord the ho- 
nour due unto his name, and moſt zealous and affi- 
duous by all proper means, to bring all others 
within the ſphere of their influence, (whether that 
be more circumſcribed, or more extenſive,) to do 
the ſame; according to the ſeveral duties of their 
ſituation, in the family, the community, and the 
church of God, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


i TO THE PUBLIC. 

In a ſceptical age, when every part of divine truth is 
Yueſtioned, oppoſed, and even held up to deriſion, 
beyond the example of former times: and when mental 
poiſon is adminiſtered in pamphlets, periodical publica- 
tions, and other works on various ſubjects, which are re- 
plete with wit, ingenuity or learning, to render it 
agreeable and unfuſpected: it has been thought, 
by ſome friends of Evangelical Truth, that a ſalutary 
antidote ng > be given, by little Tracts on the moſt 
important Subjects, which could be widely diſperſed at 
a ſmall expence, 

The author of this work, having for ſome time re - 
flected on this matter, has at length determined to make 
ſuch an attempt, by publiſhing a courſe of ſmall eſſays, 
in numbers, (price 1d. each, with allowance to thoſe 
who buy a quantity.) Theſe he intends to arrange in 
ſuch a manner, that every number ſhall conclude the 
ſubject, (unleſs in a few inſtances it be deemed expe- 
dient to extend it to two:) and yet that the whole may 
make a neat volume when finiſhed, The title page, 
therefore, after the firſt number, will be omitted, or 
only printed on the cover : and a general title-page will 
be given at the end of the work, The pages will alſo 
be continued throughout ; except any perſons wiſh to 
have ſome printed and paged as ſeparate pamphlets. 
Thus the purchaſer may either diſperſe them fingly, or 
reſerve them for binding. No effay will contain lefs 
than 12 pages duodecimo, cloſe printed, with a good type, 
and on good paper; and, when the ſabje& demands it, 
it will extend occaſionally to 16, or even 20 pages; pro- 
vided the encouragement given to the attempt thall 
enable the author to do it without lofs. | 

The firſt number will be an eſſay on the Divine 
„ Inſpiration of the Holy Scriptures;“ after which 
the Importance of Truth; the Duty and Manner of 
« ſearching the Scriptures; the Scripture Character of 
„God; the Uſes of the Law; a brief Expoſition of 
the Ten Commandments; the Condition of Man as a 
„ Sinner; the Deity of Chriſt ; the Atonement, Juſti- 
< fication by Faith, Regeneration, Repentance, &,“! 
will be conſidered. Theſe Eſſays, from their fize and 


price 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


price, may appear trivial; but the author engages to the 
public, that he will ſpare no pains to render them as 
comprehenſive, convincing, and perſpicuous as he poſſi - 
bly can; being very deſitous of thus © contending ear- 
&* neſtly for the truth once delivered to the ſaints, *? 
Number I. will be publiſhed on Saturday, May 4, 
(to be continued every fortnight, till it be completed.) 
Sold by J. 8. Jordan, No. 166, Fleet-ſtreet, at No. a, 
 Chapel-ſtreet, Upper Groſvenor-place, and by all other 
Bookſellers. | "my 
N. B. The author would be thankful for hints, rela- 
tive to this deſign, from any of the friends of truth: 
and to be previouſly informed by thoſe who mean to 
take a number, that he may better judge how many 
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Lately publiſhed by the fame author, 


EEE, : „ 


1. The FAMILY-BIBLE, in Quarto, with entire 


original Notes, and practical Obſervations at the end of 
every chapter; in 174 numbers, price 6d each; beſides 
three overplus, (containing more than the quantity of 
nine numbers,) which are delivered gratis to the pur- 
chaſers. There are 162 copperplate engravings in this 
work, A concordance with indexes &c, in nine num- 
bers, price 6d, each; and the Apocrypha in fix num- 
bers, 18. each, with twelve engravings, are ſold ſepa- 
rately, to bind up with it. f 

The work may be had complete and ready for bind- 
Ing, price four guineas, (or four guineas and an half 
with the Concordance and Apocrypha,) of the author, 
No. 2, Chapel- ſtreet, Upper Groſvenor- place: and in 
whole ſets, or ſingle numbers, of J. S. Jordan, No. 266, 
Fleet-ſtreet, (whither it is removed from No. 138, with 
the reſt of J. C. Robarts's publications;) and by all 
other bookſellers in town and country. 

2. The Force of Truth, an authentic narrative, 
price 1s. . | 
3. A Diſcourſe on Repentance, price 18. or os. per 
dozen. | 

4. The Character and Principles of John Thorn- 
ton, Eſq. price 6d. 2 

5. An Impartial Statement of the Scripture Doctrine, 
in reſpect of Civil Government, and the Rights of 
Subjects, price 2d, or 128. per hundred, 
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